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From Pastor T.Wes
“And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
–Ephesians 1:22-23

Jesus Christ has given the church preaching and teaching, praise and prayer, and Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper as means of fulfilling its service of God among people. These gifts remain, but the church is obliged to
change the forms of its service in ways appropriate to different generations and cultures.
–The Confession of 1967(9.48)

Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission in the world, for its sanctification,
and for its service to God. Christ is present with the Church in both Spirit and Word. Christ alone
rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he wills.
–The Book of Order(F-1.0202)

Dear WEPC,
I can't believe that we are in the second quarter of 2022!By the Holy Spirit's power, so much has been
accomplished and I can't wait to see what's in store for us just in the next few months!
You will notice that there are three quotes at the top of this article.One is from Scripture, one from
our Book of Confessions, and one from the Book of Order.They all point to Christ.Christ alone is
head of the Church. Christ alone has provided us the equipment necessary to testify to God's work in
the world.Christ alone calls the Church into being.Christ is present with us right now.
During these next few months together and for however long I am here as the Interim Minister, I
want us to take a serious look at two things:
1. What does it mean to be a Christian in 2022 and beyond?
2. What does it mean to be a Christian in a Presbyterian context?

Both questions can raise more questions for sure. Certainly, we have seen other people's definition of
what it means to be a Christian in 2022, but this question does not have a one-size-fits-all
answer.Certainly, there are plenty out there who claim Christ, but instead of ministering to the last
and least of these as our Savior did, they are no more than instruments of terror.Not only are we
trying to figure out what being a Christian means in 2022 and beyond, but what does it mean to be a
Christian in a Presbyterian context?Many of us in this congregation, including myself, were not raised
in the Presbyterian Church (USA).We live in the Bible Belt of the United States and that means not
only a plethora of congregations, but many of those have polities (systems of government) are
radically different than our own, which brings me back to the statements from Scripture and the
PC(USA)'s Constitution.
As Presbyterians, we believe that all we do, believe, think, etc., is informed by the Living Word, Jesus
Christ.Jesus is foundational because it is due to Christ's faithful work of his life, death, and
resurrection that we have new life!The Living Word informs the Written Word, the Bible.The Bible
is the foundational document of our existence as Presbyterians.It is because of the Scriptures that we
have Deacons, Elders, the Sacraments, all genders in ministry, and the way we govern ourselves.The
Living Word and the Written Word then inform the Book of Confessions, which is the first part of
the PC(USA)'s Constitution.The Book of Confessions2,000 years of Church history. While it tells us
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how we think as Presbyterians, it doesn't tell us what to think. As our thinking and belief systems
have evolved over the last couple of thousand years, so has the Book of Confessions, the Book of
Order, which is subject to the Book of Confessions, the Written Word, and, ultimately, the Living
Word. The Book of Order part two of our denomination's Constitution and tells how things are
done, why they are done, and when to do them.
Notice at the top how I started with Scripture, then the Book of Confessions, and followed by the
Book of Order. Yet, all of them mention Jesus Christ. Not only do they mention Jesus Christ, they
bear witness to Christ. And that is the heart of what we do not only as Christians today, but also
Christians in a Presbyterian Context.
Christ's Peace,
Pastor T. Wes Moore

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!
- Psalm 150:3-6
WEPC has certainly been praising the Lord with every breath! The first quarter of WEPC has been one
of blessings and praise for our entire congregation. We have come together in every aspect of church life
with clarity, mission and joy! I am truly blessed to be a part of this journey. With my newly-expanded
role, I feel more equipped and inspired to serve than ever before. I am so grateful…

“Grateful” doesn’t even suffice to describe how I feel about one very special event in the life of our
church…the return of the Chancel Choir! Our Easter Sunday celebration was made more joyous by their
presence, not to mention their efforts and dedication. It is a true blessing to have them back in the loft!
In addition to the Chancel Choir, I am truly blessed with our Handbell Choir. Small but mighty, these
five ringers have given their time and talents to praise the Lord in their unique way. To have both choirs
together at Easter was a little miracle.
Last but not least, I can’t count my musical blessings without mentioning our beautiful WOW Choir!
Each week at 4:30pm on Wednesdays, I am spoiled by their energy, laughter and singing. A blessing to
all when they sing on Sundays!
As we move forward in gratitude and opportunity, we praise the Lord…
Jennifer Thomas
Director of Music/Church Administrator

Ministry Team Updates
From the Finance Team…

There is a mixture of good news and some not so good news (which is a diplomatic way of saying “bad
news”) in the first quarter of 2022.
Through the end of the first quarter, our church revenue was about $5,000 ahead of budgeted
revenue. That’s very good news indeed. Our expenses for the first quarter were well below the yearto-date budget. This puts our revenue well ahead of expenses. All things considered, we are doing
well financially so far.
And at this point you might well ask, “So what could possibly be the bad news?”
Well, keep in mind that there are really only two major expense areas within the church budget. The
first is staffing and the second is the cost of all of our facilities including utilities, insurance,
maintenance and so on. In the staffing area we budget for a full-time Christian Ed Director from the
beginning of the year -- Elizabeth Nix doesn’t begin until May. Changes in office staffing provided
some unanticipated savings as well. In addition, some high expense maintenance items were deferred
to the second quarter, such as replacing all of the 70-year-old iron pipes in Hogan House and
improving our water lines.
As I said, we are doing fairly well financially with one glaring exception: our revenues are running
well behind last year (and now I am also including April’s results). In 2021, both Palm Sunday and
Easter fell in March, while both were in April this year. The shortfall was obvious at the end of the
quarter (March) but we felt that it would be made up during the Palm/Easter celebrations. That didn’t
happen and, in fact, the shortfall grew worse. We are now about $10,000 behind same time last year.
Why is that? A significant percentage of our pledging families are unfortunately not current in their
pledges. The problem is that as we enter the summer where both attendance and giving usually taper
off a bit, expenses do not. In fact, expenses will actually increase as we work to keep our wonderful
facilities up to date.
So, a plea: please consider bring your pledge up to date, if you are able. Thank you in advance for your
concern and generous spirit…
-- Bud Sales, chair

From the Missions Team…

Tuesday Tutoring resumed in March with ten children
and twelve dedicated tutors and assistants. The children
in grades kindergarten through fifth were so excited to
return to their tutors. It is amazing to see ten children at
the same time enjoying doing their homework!
On April 7th – 9th Roger Erwin, Fred Allen, Coe
Huddleston, Dale Shephard, and Virgil Reid represented
WEPC volunteering 45 hours of work on a Habitat
House that is being built in Aberdeen. We appreciate
Roger's continued guidance and support for Habitat
projects in our county.
-- Anna Stevens, chair

Ministry Team Updates
From the Human Resources Team…
The first quarter of 2022 has been a very busy one for the HR Team!
With the help of Jennifer Thomas, a new full-time job description was created and Jennifer was
hired to fill it: Director of Music/Church Administrator.

With the retirement of Kathy Hess as Sexton, the job description, job duties checklist and the role of
Sexton were reassessed and revised. Teeple’s Janitorial Service was selected and hired to fulfill this
role but as they are a contracted business maintaining our campus’ buildings, they are now under the
charge of the Buildings & Grounds Team.
The HR Team members were each assigned to be liaisons to check in with their assigned church
employee periodically to maintain job satisfaction and address concerns.
From both the HR and Christian Education teams, a committee was created to recruit and select the
best candidate for the position of Director of Christian Education. The team reassessed and revised
the DCE job description, advertised, interviewed and were successful in their endeavor. With the
combined efforts of Jackie Kinney (chair), Laura Scott, Harrison Mabry, and Judy Laut along with
input and guidance from Pastor T. Wes, our new Director of Christian Education will begin May
15th! Welcome Elizabeth Eason Nix!
-- Linda DeYoung, Chair

From the Buildings & Grounds Team…
The Buildings & Grounds Team has not had a dull moment so far this year!
Meeting regularly and beyond, the Team conquered many challenges which include several
plumbing issues in both the Hogan House and Crawford Center. A very successful Church Clean-up
Day accomplished many outstanding tasks around the church and its grounds. Even the WOW kids
got involved flipping the pew cushions in the Sanctuary! Our Team is truly grateful for their help!
In addition to the Church Clean-Up Day, we had our campus’ facades and walkways power-washed.
Our church looked beautiful at Easter!
Ongoing projects include updating our fire security system, hooking up our current water lines to the
county water line, installing a new water meter location, as well as interfacing with the Rt.211
expansion regarding our signage. In addition, we are in the process of updating and streamlining our
columbarium files.
Several of our Team joined together to work on the Apostles’ Build with Habitat for Humanity:
Roger Erwin, Coe Huddleston, along with Dale Shepard, Virgil Reid and Fred Allen.
-- Roger Erwin & Shannon Kitchen, Co-Chairs

W.O.W Highlights
The 2021-22 WOW year has been a busy one! After meeting virtually during the pandemic, it was
special to be able to meet in person. Eleven kindergarten through fifth graders participated in the
Wednesday after-school program: Laneya Williams, Iris Gooden, Will Brown, Leila Brown, Sawyer
Dean, Rylee McBride, Jasmine Crafter, Liam Mick, Addie Scott, Everett Thomson and Mary Holmes.
Highlights of the year included the Christmas program (a bit different from the usual play in the
Crawford Center but a very meaningful time for sharing their thoughts about Christmas), the food
pantry collection for West End Methodist Food Pantry, and the weekly counting and recording
“Change for Haiti” donations (which to-date totals $1104.25). Congregational support contributed to
these very successful missions opportunities!
The end-of-year celebration will be May 11th. Yes, it’s a time to celebrate the end of the WOW year
but it’s also a time to celebrate their excitement, energy and mostly, their kind and generous spirit.
Stay tuned for pictures of the big day!
-- Jackie Kinney
Carol McDonald
Pastor T.Wes Moore
Jennifer Thomas
Kim Auman
(volunteer baker☺ )

W.O.W Highlights
Meet our 5th graders!
Addie Scott

is a fifth grader at West End Elementary. Her parents are Dan and
Laura and she has an older brother Ian. Addie’s dog Dasher is also a part of the
family. Her hobbies include dancing, reading, drawing and playing with friends. Her
favorite part of WOW has been spending time with her friends.

Mary Holmes

is a fifth grader at West End Elementary. Her parents are Wes and
Catherine Holmes and she has one older brother Bradie. Bilbo is her 6-year old dog
who is half lab and half pit bull. Mary’s hobbies include tennis, cross-stitch and
reading. She has particularly enjoyed the crafts at WOW.

Everett Thomson is a fifth grader at West End

Elementary. His parents are Brad and Charla and he has older siblings, Victoria and
Weston. Everett has 4 pets, including 2 dogs (Casey and Cooper), a cat (Shanga),
and an axolotl (Oliver). His hobbies include lacrosse and other outside sports. His
favorite part of WOW was the special holiday activities.

In Gratitude for Acolytes
Each worship service begins as one of our acolytes brings the Light of Christ into the sanctuary.
Watching the candle lighting by these dear children reminds the congregation of Jesus’ presence in the
worshipping community. The acolyte tradition (“helper,” “server,” “follower”) has been a part of worship
from the early days of the Church.

At the close of worship the acolyte re-lights the candle lighter, extinguishes the sanctuary candles, and
takes the Light of Christ out into the world reminding us that Jesus is for all people. We as believers are
called to go into the world to serve all people.
Please join the Music & Worship Team in commending our acolytes for their committed ministry and for
their reverent manner. Extend gratitude and get to know these children: Lelia Brown, Will Brown, Iris
Gooden, Charlie Mabry, Eloise Mabry, Rylee McBride, Nolan Perkins, and Addie Scott. We appreciate
the support of their parents and the guidance of Mac Clark.
The Light of Christ, faithful children, and believers going out into the world are our Hope for the Future!
Thanks be to God!

Nancy Cunningham

Meet Elizabeth Nix!
Where were you born? Trenton, NJ
Siblings? I have two siblings, a fraternal twin sister, Jo Anna, and a

younger sister, Catherine.
Favorite color? Red! It always has been. I mean bright, firetruck red.

Movie? 101 Dalmations (both the live-action and original) When I first got
my dog Tov, we watched it together on repeat and he could recognize the
dogs and always got excited when I turned it on! I loved it before, but so
much more after that.

Song? This is a hard one! I think it would be “My Girl” by the Temptations,
which is a song that has always been special to me. Another favorite is
“Defying Gravity” from the musical Wicked.

Hymn? “I the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I Am Lord)”

Singing this song in
the church as a child was my first experience of hearing God's call on my life.

Christmas Carol? “O Come, All ye Faithful”

This song has always made

things feel like Christmas once its sung.

vacation destination? Probably the Mountains, somewhere where it is
easier to connect to nature.

Food? Chicken Tikka Masala Curry. I like several curries, but this is my favorite!
ice cream flavor? Mint Ice cream is my favorite flavor, hands down, no

question. BUT, since I am allergic to chocolate, I don't have a lot of opportunities to
have it since it is almost always mixed with chocolate chips.

thing to do to relax?

I definitely enjoy watching tv, and I love playing video
games. I also like hiking and spending time with my family. We love playing board
games together.
Most inspiring moment in church? I have way too many of these to count!
Perhaps the most meaningful and transformational for me was the Sunday I was
confirmed in the Church. The church where I grew up always had youth confirmed
on Palm Sunday. The downtown area where our church was located kind of made up
a horseshoe shape with 5 other churches (Baptist, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian
(mine), Episcopal, and Methodist). On Palm Sunday, all the churches gathered
outside the Catholic church to being worship together. Then everyone would sing
Hosanna together and then walk to their own sanctuaries to worship.

Favorite Christmas memory?

As a kid, my family celebrated with my Grandmother (my Dad's mom) who lived
alone. Most of our Christmas break was spent at her house doing the typical Christmas traditions: baking cookies,
celebrating with family, shopping, opening presents, eating lots of great food, decorating... I have so many wonderful
memories of celebrating Christmas as a family at Grandmother's house! Another special memory was my first
Christmas with my husband Tom. He and his family invited me to spend the Christmas with them in England and it
was just wonderful! Getting to be a part of their family traditions, which were different than mine, but included the
same love of family, friends, and great food!

What are you the most looking forward to about coming to WEPC?

I'm looking forward to everything!
I can't wait to join the WEPC community and begin getting to know all of you! I'm looking forward to joining this
community in faith formation and walking together in faith!

Welcome Elizabeth!

Celebrations
May Birthdays & Anniversaries
May 02 Dudley Crawford
May 03 Alice Droppers
Harrison Mabry
May 06 Jordan Bare
Aaron Lee
Avis Truesdell
May 09 Diane Moreton
May 10 Bob Rose
May 12 Mac Jones
Jeremy Rust
May 14 Linda DeYoung
May 15 Walker Reynolds Bare
Wright Carter Bare
May 19 Cade Mclaughlin
May 20 Ben Markey
Valerie Ryan
May 22 Charlie Mabry
May 27 Jim Berry
May 30 Joan Carter
May 31 Kimberly Rust
May 01
May 05
May 09
May 18
May 22
May 24
May 26
May 27

Robin & Lawton Baker
Noreen & Steve Sawyer
Lynne & Ronnie Graham
Leslie & Bob Rose
Tonya & Gary Lewis
Shannon & Matt Kitchen
Laura & Dan Scott
Julie & Paul James

Don’t forget…

Summer Worship
10:00am
June 12th
To September 11th

June Birthdays & Anniversaries
June 02 Charla Thomson
June 04 Donna Clemens
Clark Trivett
June 06 Talmadge Shepherd
Ava Grace Brown
June 07 Dave Truesdell
June 09 Cathy Huddleston
June 13 Ronald Workman
Barbara Pipo
June 14 Kylie McLaughlin
June 16 Carolyn Follansbee
June 17 William Brown
June 19 Ronnie Graham
June 21 Louise Thomas
June 22 Becky Watkins
June 23 Jayne Lee
June 26 Dustin Fletcher
Kevin Fletcher
June 27 Jerry Arnold
Nancy Workman
Adam Robins
June 28 Mike Thomas
June 29 Patsy Land
Karen Smith
June 30 Carol Pate
June 05 Louise & Mike Thomas
June 06 Maggie & David Beamguard
Karen & Mac Clark
June 07 Ruth& Roger Brooke
June 18 Linda & Roger Erwin
June 18 Mary & Bill Price
June 20 Kim & Ed Auman
June 21 Judy & Dan Laut
June 22 Sue & Bill Reaves
June 23 Jennifer & Harrison Mabry
June 27 Dave & Avis Truesdell

July Birthdays & Anniversaries
July 01 Gavin Holland
Sara McBride
Robert Pfeifer
July 05 Charlotte Beamguard
July 09 Bill Reaves
July 11 Sarah Fann
Rachel Miller
July 12 Pam Lee
July 13 Edie Barrett
July 15 Ainsley Bare
July 15 Evelyn Vest-Arnold
July 17 Ryan Fox
Liz Sales
July 20 Nell Judge
July 21 Tom Miriello
July 22 Virgil Reid
Larry Strong
July 23 Nikki High
July 25 Marilyn Thomas
July 27 Bob Pitts
July 29 Bud Sales
July 30 Ryland McCloskey
July 01
July 02
July 05
July 10

Peggy & Larry McCallum
Rachel & Dan Copeland
Kelly & John Wilson
Debi & Tom Miriello
Deanna & David Petrie
July 12 Donna & Don McCallum
July 15 Ellie & Bill Lyons
July 21 Phyllis & Domenick Rondello
July 24 Gayemell & Dale Shepherd
July 30 Carol & Fred Allen

Mother’s Day – May 8th
Memorial Day – May 30th office closed
Independence Day-- July 4th office closed

West End Presbyterian Church
www.westendpres.church
275 Knox Lane
West End, NC 27376
910-673-4341
www. Westendpres.church

