
Family Faith Discussion Questions 
For Sunday March 26, 2023 

Whether you worship with us online or in-person, you may find these questions helpful in 
starting meaningful faith discussions at home.  

Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Romans 8:1-11 
 

Helpful Background:  
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel is one of the major prophets of the Old Testament (remember, the difference between 
major and minor prophet is basically the length of their books, but also referring to their 
corresponding influence). Ezekiel began as a prophet in Jerusalem, but most of his time as 
prophet was during the exile in Babylon. (The Kingdom of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel 
was conquered by Babylon in 586 BCE.) The exile was difficult on the Jewish people and on their 
faith. Ezekiel faced a difficult situation as God’s prophet while away from their homeland and 
the Temple. Our passage today is the Valley of the Dry Bones, which is a fairly well known 
portion of the Old Testament, where Ezekiel is given a vision by God in which Ezekiel 
prophesied to a valley full on bones and they rose, grew flesh, and began to move.  Ezekiel was 
tasked with speaking to the Jews currently in exile in Babylon, cut off from their homeland, 
traditions, and cutting themselves off from God in many ways. In their hopelessness, God 
speaks promises of restoration to their land of the covenant and resurrection to life and faith.  
 
Romans 8:1-11 
The Letter to the Romans is the longest and one of the most significant things written by Paul. 
Some of the history and context of the early church in Rome can be found in the book of Acts 
18. The division the church in Rome is facing was caused by Emperor Claudius’ expulsion of all 
Jews from Rome. 5 years later, when the Jewish Christians were allowed to return, the non-
Jewish members of the church in Rome disagreed with the Jewish Christians traditions. This 
fighting and disagreement lead to a divided community of Christians in Rome, separated into 
Gentile Christians and Jewish Christians.   
 
Paul is speaking to the Christians in Rome, and is answering concerns regarding whether one 
had to be a Jew in order to be a Christian and follow Christ. This was a huge, heated, and 
passionate topic for the Apostles and the early church. Eventually, the early church determined 
that one did not need to be Jewish in order to be a Christian, and Paul’s comments recorded in 
his letters has a great influence on that. Now, it might help to describe what I’m referring to 
when I say “be a Jew.” Paul is arguing that a person does not need to follow all of Jewish law 
and customs, nor do they need to be circumcised in order to be a Christian.  
 
Our passage this week is from Romans 8, which focuses on the Spirit given to all those who 
follow Jesus, and the difference between living of the flesh and of the Spirit.  
 
  



Questions:  
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

• Are you familiar with this story? What can you remember about it?  
• What jumps out at you on our first read through? Is there anything about the story that 

you didn’t expect or remembered incorrectly from past times listening to the story? 
• What feels like the most important message of this vision? Why? 
• Is this message the same for us today as those who first heard it? 

Romans 8: 1-11 
• What does it mean to be set free from the law of sin and death?  
• In what ways do you struggle to set your mind on the Spirit? In what ways do you 

succeed?  
• In what ways do you struggle to avoid setting your mind on the flesh? What makes 

these struggles difficult? What makes them easier? 
• Do you believe our bodies will be resurrected with us eventually? Why or why not? 

What do you think this passage is saying about that? Does it matter to you if it is or 
isn’t? 


