
Family Faith Discussion Questions 
For Sunday March 19, 2023 

Whether you worship with us online or in-person, you may find these questions helpful in starting meaningful 
faith discussions at home.  

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 and John 9: 1-41 
Helpful Background:  
1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
Our Old Testament passage this week comes from 1 Samuel. The books 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel were originally 
one book, divided onto two scrolls due to length, which is how they eventually ended up divided into two 
books. These books tell the story of the Prophet Samuel and Israel’s first two kings, King Saul and King David. 
Samuel is the prophet raised up after the chaos conveyed in the book of Judges. 1 Samuel tells the story of 
Samuel’s birth and rise as a prophet, and the situation the Israelites are facing against the Philistines. The 
people want a king like other nations and they request that Samuel find them one. Samuel appeals to God and 
God instructs him to give the people what they want, by finding King Saul. King Saul is a leader with significant 
character flaws and eventually disobeys God. This eventually leads to Saul’s death at the hands of the 
Philistines. Samuel is overwhelmed by Saul’s failings and struggles to continue to take God’s word to the 
people. In our passage this week, God charges Samuel with finding a way to cope with his grief and pick back 
up serving God and God’s people by anointing the next king.  
John 9: 1-41 
Our New Testament passage this week is the entire chapter of John 9. While it is a long passage, it is a healing 
by Jesus that we don’t discuss very often. The Gospel of John is a bit different from the other Gospels. The 
Gospel of John was most likely the final Gospel written, around 90-100 BCE. This Gospel, the letters of John 
and the book of Revelation are often attributed to the same person, but most likely they came from the same 
community over too large a period of time to be written by the same person. While it is possible that the 
disciple named John wrote some of these documents, it is incredibly unlikely that he wrote the Gospel of John. 
It was written three generations after the original 12 disciples. All of these works are attributed to the 
Johannine community, which might have been the community at Qumran, who may have had connections to 
John the Baptist as well as the Disciple John. The miracle story has three parts, first, the miracle itself, second, 
the Pharisee’s investigation of the miracle, and third, Jesus uses the miracle to talk about Spiritual Blindness.  
Questions:  
1 Samuel 16: 1-13 

• What makes someone a good king/ruler/leader? What makes someone a bad king/ruler/leader? 
• What does it feel like to be led by one with significant character flaws?  
• When a leader makes a bad decision, how do we cope? What is it like when the decision affects us 

directly verses indirectly?  
• How did Samuel know who God wanted to be the next king?  
• Were you surprised by God’s choice of David compared to his brothers? Why or why not? (Since you 

probably knew it was going to be David, where you surprised by the descriptions the author gives to 
the other brothers verses the description given about David?) 

• How did God decide to make David the next king? 
John 9: 1- 41 

• Do you find anything about this miracle different than other times Jesus heals those who are blind or 
who need healing in another way? 

• What do you make of the disciples’ question of Jesus about whose sin the man was born blind due to?  
• What do you think about God causing the man suffering so that God’s power can be shown? How does 

this sit with your understanding of God? 
• Why do the Pharisees investigate this miracle do you think? How do they handle what they discover? 
• What is Jesus saying about spiritual blindness at the end of the passage? 


