West End Presbyterian Church  275 Knox Lane West End, NC 27376

SPECIAL DATES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00AM MEN’S BREAKFAST
11:00AM WORSHIP
~ DRAW NEAR TO HOPE
6:00PM POT LUCK
7:00PM WOW CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 5, 12, AND 19
VISIO DIVINA
~ HOGAN YOUTH CENTER

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:00AM DRAW NEAR TO WONDER:
INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASS ~ CRAWFORD CENTER
11:00AM CHRISTMAS CANTATA

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00AM WORSHIP
~ DRAW NEAR TO JOY
12:15PM
DRAW NEAR TO JUSTICE:
DISASTER ASSISTANCE & SERVICE
OPPORTUNITY
6:00PM YOUTH PROGRESSIVE DINNER

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20

6:30PM
DRAW NEAR TO ONE ANOTHER:
CAROLING

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00AM WORSHIP
~ DRAW NEAR TO LOVE
JOY OFFERING

The Gift of Love
In my preparations for Advent and Christmas this year, I came across this
rendering of 1 Corinthians 13, adapted especially for Christmas. The author
is unknown, but the sentiment speaks to all.

1 CORINTHIANS 13  A CHRISTMAS VERSION
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows,
twinkling lights and shiny balls,
but do not show love,
I’m just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen,
and produce wonderful cookies, gourmet meals,
and a beautifully adorned table,
but do not show love,
I’m just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home,
and give all I have to charity,
but to not show love,
it profits me nothing.
Love stops cooking to hug a child.
Love doesn’t envy another’s home
that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens.
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way
but is thankful they are there to be in the way.
Love doesn’t only give to those who are able to give in return
but rejoices in giving to those who can’t give back.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails.
Video games will break, necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust,
but the gift of love will endure forever.
Peace,

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

7:00PM
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT &
COMMUNION SERVICE

910-673-4341

Rev. Maggie F. Beamguard



www.westendpres.church
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the Golf Capital Chorus and various other church
choirs. Very near and dear to the heart of both Dom
and Phyllis is their monthly trip to Penick Village
where Dom plays accordion, sings and spends time
with the residents.
“We are so blessed,” says Dom. “We have wonderful
neighbors, a wonderful church family and most of all,
each other…”

MEET THE RINGERS
& SINGERS OF WEPC!
December is a very busy
month especially if you are
a musician! This month
we meet two very special
WEPC musicians – a singer and a ringer – Domenick and Phyllis Rondello.
Prior to moving to North
Carolina fifteen years ago,
Dom and Phyllis lived in Michigan most of their lives.
Both born in Detroit area, Dom lived in St. Clair
Shores and Phyllis lived in the Royal Oak area. Phyllis
is a second generation Italian- American with Roman
and Venetian roots and Dom is first generation as his
parents came from Sicily. “That is where my nickname
‘the Godfather’ came from,” laughs Dom. On a more
serious note Dom adds “Our religious backgrounds
were Roman Catholic. Both of us were married once
before, but with our divorce we were not able to continue in our Catholic faith. Which now we feel was a
blessing, because we have found a warm and beautiful
home in WEPC.”
The Rondellos have had very interesting careers. After
graduating from high school, Dom entered the U.S.
Army where he served for 2 years. He worked for General Motors and later in the residential and commercial
lighting industry. Phyllis served as an accountant at Bell
Telephone and American Greetings. Both now continue part-time with Foster-Grant serving the NC community.
Serving the community is very important to the happy
couple. At WEPC, Phyllis not only rings bells, but is
active in the children’s Sunday School program. Dom
not only sings in our Chancel Choir, but has sung with
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Important Musical Events
in December!
December 2 •6:00 pm
WOW Christmas pageant
“Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night!”
Dinner at 6 followed by the performance.

December 9 •11:00 am
The Chancel Choir and guest musicians will
perform their annual Christmas cantata.

December 24•7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight
and Communion Worship Service

This Advent, we will explore the theme “Draw Near.”
The “Draw Near” logo was designed by Lauren Wright
Pittman. The words “Draw” and “Near” literally draw
near to one another and represent the landscape of
heaven and earth becoming one. The merging of heaven and earth symbolizes the Kingdom of God drawing
near to us in Christ. It reflects our individual and collective longing for God’s closeness and for a world
made new. As we affirm that God draws near to us by
taking on flesh and becoming one of us, we will consider how we can draw near to God by leaning into wonder, justice, truth, and one another.
Coming this Advent:
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Draw Near to Hope: 1 st Sunday of Advent
December 2•11AM•Sanctuary

Join us in worship as we observe the fourweek season of Advent: a time of watching,
waiting, and preparation for the Christ. On
this day we will light the first candle representing the
HOPE that we have that God draws near to us by taking on our flesh and experiencing our life.

Wow Christmas Program : December 2 • 6PM
Crawford Center•Jennifer Thomas & WOW

Christmastime is often extremely busy with many
things to do. From parties to shopping, from recitals to
exams—it seems like a silent, holy night is out of our
reach. But maybe the first Christmas wasn’t as calm as
we think? Join the WOW Children as they present the
Christmas Story in the musical: "Crazy, Busy, Peaceful,
Holy Night.” Bring a dish to share for our pot-luck
starting at 6:00 pm. The program will begin after we
share a meal.

Advent Study: Visio Divina•December 5, 12 & 19

be shared through seven anthems, readings,
familiar carols and carols from around the
world, culminating in a setting of Howard
Thurman's The Work of Christmas, which
beautifully states that once the shepherds
have left the manger, and the presents are all
put away, the real work of Christmas begins— feeding
the hungry, tending to the poor and sharing God's
love.

Draw Near to Joy: 3 rd Sunday of Advent
December 16•11 AM

On the 3rd Sunday of Advent, we will light the pink
Candle. The pink color represents JOY. Having passed
the midpoint of Advent, the Church lightens the
mood a little. The change in color is a sign of the hope
and celebration to come and an encouragement to
continue our spiritual preparation.

Draw Near to Justice: Disaster Assistance & Service
Opportunity••December 16•12:15 PM
Leaders: Mission Team & Rev. Laura Lupton

Eastern North Carolina in addition to other places
Visio Divina, Latin for “divine seeing,” is a method of around the country, has been hit hard by hurricanes
meditation, reflection, and prayer through a process of over the last two years. Come learn what Presbyterians
are doing to respond short and long term in the region
intentional seeing. Different faith traditions have
adapted this Benedictine practice using secular and reli- and to find out more about the work of our Presbytergious images. Bring a bag lunch to enjoy as we use this ian Disaster Assistance. After the presentation, we will
pack cleanup buckets for distribution. A simple lunch
ancient practice to draw near to God.
of pizza will be provided.
Noon•Rev. Maggie Beamguard•HYC

Draw Near to Wonder: Intergenerational Sunday

School Class•December 9•10AM • Rev. Dudley
Crawford • Crawford Center

In a world which feels like it's coming apart at the
seams with hate and rancor, we are brought together
by the sheer beauty of our world, the delicate complexities of this universe, and a hankering for those
simple and honest virtues among friends and enemies
that were embodied and emboldened when the Word
became flesh and lived with the likes of us. Let's spend
a little time exploring some of these uniting wonders
that might bring hope back to life and enable us to be
part and parcel of whatever miracle is coming our way
this Advent.

Draw Near to Peace: 2 nd Sunday of Advent
December 9•11AM

Draw Near to One Another: Caroling•December 20
6:30PM•Leader: Jayne Lee

“Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly, fa la la la la la
la la lah.” As Christ draws near to us, we will draw
near to one another. Warm up your voice and join us
as we take some holiday cheer to our homebound
members. This is a wonderful family event.

Draw Near to Love : 4 th Sunday of Advent
December 23•11AM

On this Sunday closest to Christmas, our anticipation
grows as the light of Christ draws ever near. Join us as
we light the fourth candle on our Advent Wreath, the
candle representing LOVE.

Draw Near to Christ: Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service•December 24•7PM

On this day we will light the second candle of our Ad“O Come, All Ye Faithful,” to our Christmas Candlevent Wreath, representing the PEACE that comes to us
light & Communion Service. Hear the Christmas story
only through the Prince of Peace.
and light a candle against the dark. We will celebrate
communion and the birth or Christ. A nursery will be
Christmas Cantata : December 9•11AM
From composer Dan Forrest, the Christmas Story will available. Bring your friends and neighbors.
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Sharon

From your WEPC staff!
Kathy

Paula

Hanging
of the
Greens
2018
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MISSION TRIP TO CHETUMAL, MEXICO
JULY 5 - JULY 12
This trip is for rising Freshman though
adults of all ages. If space allows, middle
school youth may attend if a parent comes as
well.
We will fly in to Cancun and then travel to our
sister church in Chetumal, stopping by the
church in Buena Vista. Our mornings will primarily involve some hands on labor, working
alongside our partners in ministry. In the evenings we will help lead a Vacation Bible School.

TURKEY BOWL
A special thanks to all the football players, cheerleaders, fans
and volunteers for making this
years WEPC Turkey Bowl a big
success and lots of fun!!

Fundraising is an important part of our trip, especially the Yard Sale to be held this spring. Participants in the trip must participate in our fundraising.

The overall cost of the trip to each individual is
estimated to be approximately $400. This fee
covers the airfare. The rest of the cost of the
trip (food, lodging, local transportation, and
project costs) comes from our fundraisers and
Visit West End Presbyterian’s Facebook page to
the church budget.
see the video of the play of the day!!!

Because we need to purchase plane tickets and
make arrangements based on the number of
participants we need to secure commitments
by February 4.
Registration: A deposit of $100 will secure
your spot on our next Mission Team. It must be
received by February 4. Also, if you are planning to come, please make sure you have an updated passport.
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MONTREAT
HIGH SCHOOL
CONFERENCE:
URBAN PLUNGE!
July 21 - 27
CROSS MISSION TRIP:
We are looking forward
to staying in private
January 25-27
housing this summer!
To register you simply need to submit a $100 deposit
This mission experience is for Middle and High School and trip balance by the dates below.
Youth. We will stay at Myers Park Presbyterian Church
Early Registration: you can lock in a trip fee of $270
and engage the community of Charlotte, NC through
by registering by December 1, 2018 with a $100 deposit.
urban ministry. CROSS will challenge our group to feed
The balance of $170 is due by March 31, 2019.
the hungry, house the homeless, and love those in need.
After a Friday evening orientation, we will get ready for Regular Registration: the trip fee for registering with a
devotions and a full day of service on Saturday. General- $100 deposit after December 1, 2018 and by February 4,
ly, groups serve at two ministry sites on Saturday, which 2019 is $305. The balance of $205 is due by March 31,
may include serving people who are hungry, homeless, 2019. *Additional forms may be required.
elderly, or disabled. We will conclude our time worshiping at Myer’s Park Presbyterian Church’s contemporary
service on Sunday morning, and then depart midmorning.

Youth Progressive
Christmas Party

To register for this trip, please turn in your trip fee of
$65 NO LATER THAN December 15.

MASSANETTA
MIDDLE SCHOOL
CONFERENCE:
June 20 – 23

Early Registration: you can lock in a trip fee of
$185 by registering by January 1, 2018 with a $75
deposit. The balance of $110 is due by March 31.
Regular Registration: The trip fee for registering
with a $75 deposit after January 1 and by February
4, 2019 is $215. The balance of $140 is due by
March 31.
*Additional forms may be required.
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Sunday
December 16
6:00pm-8:00pm
Bring a $10.00—$12.00 gift
and join the celebration!
YOUTH SCHEDULE
DECEMBER
2
Christmas for Moore Shopping (3 pm)
8
Youth Group (6-8 pm)
16
Progressive Dinner (6-8 pm)
23
No Youth (Merry Christmas!)
30
No Youth (Happy New Year!)
JANUARY
6
Youth Epiphany Party (6-8 pm)
8
Defy Gravity
19
TBD
25-27 CROSS Mission Trip
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STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for your pledge to the Stewardship Campaign. Because of your generosity and that of other
members of the congregation, we are close to meeting
our goal of $409.000. The increase of ten percent,
which we asked you to consider making, went from
dream to reality as the congregation stepped up to
make that happen. The pledges that have been received
to date show an overall increase of ten percent.
Our Stewardship Campaign includes a $20,000
amount for plate offerings that were not pledged, since
not everyone finds that pledging is right for them. That
amount also includes donations from frequent attendees who have not yet joined and visitors.
With the pledges we have received, the plate offering
and the pledges that are outstanding, but very likely to
come in, we feel confident that we will meet our goal.
Because of your generosity, the church can move forward to call an Associate Pastor for Youth and Family
Ministry. Because of your generosity, the church can
continue to serve our community and maintain our
values of Faith, Community, Christian Education and
Service.
Money is not the only form of stewardship and your
time and talents also play a large role in making West
End Presbyterian Church a special place for worship,
study and fellowship.
Sincere thanks from your Stewardship Team:
Page Brown, Mary Price,
Jayne Lee, Dale Shepherd
and Virgil Reid

Page 8

Christmas Joy Offering
December 23
Each year during the Christmas and advent season, we
celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering honor this gift
by providing assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and developing our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color.
Envelopes will be available in the pews for your gifts to
this special offering on December 23. Please make your
checks to West End Presbyterian and memo: joy offering.
Visit specialofferings.pcusa.org for more information
about how your gifts are used.
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: SUPPORTING
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE LEADERS

PW MORNING CIRCLE
PW Morning Circle invites you to their Christmas
Brunch, Monday, December 3 at 10:00am in the Crawford Center. Bring a friend and tour favorite brunch dish
to share. Coffee and juice will be provided. RSVP
~Dottie Boothe, dobogb@gmail.com, 910-673-2656.

PW EVENING CIRCLE
The evening women’s circle meets on the third Monday of each month at 7:30 pm in the Hogan Youth
Center. They will be meeting again after the first of
the year. Join them then as they continue their Presbyterian Women’s Horizons Bible Study.
West End Presbyterian Church

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/
YOUTH LEADER

LITURGISTS
NEEDED!
Volunteers are needed to be
Liturgist for our Sunday morning services.

West End Presbyterian Church has a position open for
an Interim Director of Christian Education/Youth
Leader. As most of the members of the congregation
are aware, our previous Director of Christian Education left in May.

Would you be willing to assist
with our worship service by
reading aloud from a simple
highlighted script? If so, then
this opportunity to serve our congregation is for you. If
we get enough volunteers, you need only commit to
Since then, members of the church, the Christian Eduone or two Sundays per quarter.
cation Committee, Youth Leaders, and Maggie have
Willing Liturgists, please contact
been doing the work of a Director of Christian EducaJudy Laut, (910)391-0137 or judyL29@nc.rr.com.
tion. Thanks to their dedication this transition has
worked. However, this cannot continue and until we “If you don’t know how to pronounce it, chances are
are able to call an Associate Pastor, we must fill the job nobody else does either.”
for an Interim Director of Christian Education.
Finding the right person for an interim position is more
difficult that it may appear, and the HR Team would
appreciate any suggestions the congregation has regarding this position. It is the policy of the church not to
hire members of the congregation, but if members
know of people who meet our qualifications that could
be very helpful.
Qualifications include: A degree in Christion Education, Education or other such bachelor’s degree that
provides the underpinnings of working with youth in a
church setting. Strong interpersonal, organizational and
communication skills. The job would require a minimum of 35 hours per week, willingness to travel with
youth to conferences and mission trips and working on
Sundays. This individual would be responsible for leading our youth, children and their families in spiritual
development and Christian education. The salary is
competitive and benefits are negotiable. If anyone in
the congregation has a contact that fits our requirements, have them contact Maggie at the church or a
member of the HR Team: Chip Lee, Carol Pate, Laura
Pitts, and Mary Price.
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VOLUNTEERS
ELDER
DECEMBER 01
DECEMBER 02
DECEMBER 03
DECEMBER 04
DECEMBER 05
DECEMBER 07

DECEMBER 08
DECEMBER 09
DECEMBER 10
DECEMBER 12
DECEMBER 16
DECEMBER 17
DECEMBER 19
DECEMBER 20
DECEMBER 22
DECEMBER 26
DECEMBER 28
DECEMBER 30
DECEMBER 31

DECEMBER 19
DECEMBER 22
DECEMBER 23
DECEMBER 24
DECEMBER 29
DECEMBER 31

DECEMBER
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SAWYER FANN
TIM KLINE
PEGGY MCCALLUM
HEATHER REAVES
HARPER FANN
DEANNA PETRIE
ROY PIPO
DAVID BEAMGUARD
STEPHEN SAWYER
DENNIE MCLAUGHLIN
JULIE JONES
WATTS AUMAN
EVA CLARK
KAREN CLARK
MAC CLARK
JOANN DYSON
ADLEY HEMPHILL
MARTIN PAGE
JOAN EBERLY
MOLLIE MARKEY
STEVE SAWYER
AIDEN COPELAND
RACHEL COPELAND

OF THE

DEACON

MONTH: COE HUDDLESTON

OF THE

MONTH: GARY LEWIS

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 2
DECEMBER 9
DECEMBER 16
DECEMBER 23
DECEMBER 30

CHARLIE RUST
ADDIE SCOTT
EVERETT THOMAS
BAYLEE RYAN
CHARLIE MABRY

LITURGIST SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 2
DECEMBER 9
DECEMBER 16
DECEMBER 23
DECEMBER 30

ALICE DROPPERS
HARRY BRONKAR
CAROL MCDONALD
JUDY LAUT
OPEN

NURSERY HELPERS
DATE SUNDAY SCHOOL
2
SHARON BETTINI

9

SHARON BETTINI

16

SHARON BETTINI

JOAN & JIM CARTER
23
SARAH & VIRGIL REID
CHARLA & BRAD THOMSON
CINDY & TIM KLINE
SALLY & BRUCE SHUTE
PEGGY & DUDLEY CRAWFORD 30

SHARON BETTINI

SHARON BETTINI

WORSHIP
SHARON BETTINI
JORDAN BARE
MARK BARE
DUSTIN FLETCHER
SHARON BETTINI
COURTNEY KING
LEONARD KING
VICTORIA THOMSON
SHARON BETTINI
NANCY CUNNINGHAM
PEGGY AMERMAN
CHARLOTTE BEAMGUARD
SHARON BETTINI
REBECCA FLETCHER
SHANNON KITCHEN
EMILEE GREY
SHARON BETTINI
LAURA PITTS
MISSY HOLLAND
RACHEL MILLER

MEN’S BREAKFAST begins in the Crawford Center at 8:00 a.m. on
the first Sunday of every month. Mark your calendars to join them
on Sunday, January 6. All men and their sons are invited for prayer, breakfast, project proposals, and fellowship. The usual breakfast
is eggs, sausage, bacon, grits, gravy, biscuits, and cinnamon rolls.
All this for $5. The first meeting is as a guest.
West End Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

1st Sunday of
Advent
8:00 Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
3:00 Youth
6:00 WOW
Christmas Pageant and Dinner

9

3

10:00
Morning Circle
~ Christmas
Gathering

10

3rd Sunday of
Advent
10:00 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
Noon Draw
Near to Justice
& pizza lunch
6:00 Youth
Progressive
Dinner

23
4th Sunday of

Advent
10:00 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship

Draw Near to
Love
Joy Offering
30

10:00 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship

10:00 Staff
2:45-5:00
Tuesday
Tutoring
~ CC
5:30 CE

11

6:00 Deacons
10:00 Staff
2:45-5:00
Tuesday
Tutoring
~ CC

2nd Sunday of 6:00
Advent
Session
10:00 Sunday
School ~ Draw
near to Wonder
11:00 Cantata
Worship
6:00 Youth

16

4

17

18
Newsletter
Deadline

24
Christmas Eve

10:00 Staff
2:45-5:00
Tuesday
Tutoring
~ CC

25

5

Noon Advent

6

7

Study

9-Noon Choir

rehearsal in
sanctuary

2:45-5:00
WOW ~ Party
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Chancel
Choir

12

8

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

Study

Near Caroling
Event

28

29

Noon Advent

Study

6:00 Handbells
7:00 Chancel
Choir

Noon Advent
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Chancel
Choir

26

6:30 Draw

27

7:00
Communion &
Candlelight
Service

Church Office Closed for Christmas
31

Church Office
Closed
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West End Presbyterian Church
PO Box 13
275 Knox Lane
West End, NC 27376
Phone: 910-673-4341
Fax: 910-685-7416
Website: www.westendpres.church

This newsletter is sent with a blessing
and a prayer to:
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE CHURCH STAFF:
Rev. Maggie F. Beamguard
Martha J. Parker
Jennifer Thomas Danis
Paula Montgomery
Sharon Bettini
Kathy Hess

Pastor
Church Administrator
Director of Music
Finance Administrator
Nursery Attendant
Sexton

maggie@westendpres.church
martha@westendpres.church
jennifer@westendpres.church
paula@westendpres.church
sharonbettini@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
The church office is opened Monday - Thursday from 8:30am to 4:30pm and Friday from 8:30am to Noon.

