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From Pastor T.Wes

interim pastor

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
–Isaiah 43:1-2 (NRSV)

Dear WEPC,
We are now entering a new phase in our time together. Since I last wrote a note for the newsletter, we
have welcomed Elizabeth Nix to the staff, our Pastor Nominating Committee has been formed and is
beginning its work, our relationship with the community continues to be strengthened with Motheread
on Mondays during the summer, and we are in the midst (as of this note) of our Wednesday night
intergenerational and atypical VBS, which is a welcomed opportunity for this congregation as we
discern how to approach how to be Christians in a Presbyterian context in 2022 and beyond.
I still feel momentum is at our side, thanks to the Holy Spirit's leading, of course. Yet, where we are
now, we will feel as if we are in the weeds as time moves forward. Maybe we will feel overwhelmed
with the tasks ahead. Maybe we will wonder why the nominating process is taking so long. Maybe we
will ask ourselves if the opportunities in front of us are actually worth it.
I imagine God's chosen people asked themselves some of those questions. In Isaiah 43, there is finally
talk of healing and growth, whereas the first 39 chapters of the book are centered on a lot of foretold
destruction for the Israelites. While our situation is different than that of our ancestors thousands of
years ago, West End Presbyterian Church was feeling like we were in our own desert. Wandering
aimlessly. Maybe we felt the waters overwhelm us with all the problems coming at us locally,
nationally, and globally. Maybe we felt as though the flames from the fire were just too much. Yet,
Isaiah 43:1-2 promises us that even when we go through the desert, floods, and flames, we are not
alone. Never alone. There is no need to fear because God has already been at work even before we
realized the complexities the tasks that needed to be done.
There is work that must be done in order for this congregation to transition into a new relationship
with the next pastor, whomever that is. And it will feel overwhelming. There is still a need for people
to step into leadership roles on the Board of Deacons and the Session as we continue to lead this
congregation into the future. And it will feel overwhelming. Yet, God calls us by name. God has
promised to be right there with us and never to leave us alone.

As we move forward into the next several months, please keep the PNC in prayer. Keep the Deacons
and Ruling Elders in prayer. Pray over the Nominating Committee as they sift through names to be
considered to serve as the next Deacons and Ruling Elders. Pray for the staff. Pray for each other.
Pray for our denominational leaders in our presbytery and around the nation. Pray for our community,
nation, and world.
Do not fear because God has called us by name.
Christ's Peace,
Pastor T. Wes

From Jennifer

Director of Music

Jesus, be the center. Be my source, be my light…
Jesus, be the center. Be my hope, be my song…
Jesus, be my vision. Be my path, be my guide…
Be the fire in my heart
Be the wind in these sails
Be the reason that I live…
Jesus.
from “Be The Center” by Mark Frye

These words come from what’s known as a “contemporary Christian praise and worship song”. Some of
you are familiar with this genre of Christian song, others of you not so much. Most of us are, of course,
familiar with traditional hymns that are strictly in our hymnals. However, if you’ve attended a very
contemporary worship service, praise songs are the norm. These praise songs can last beyond ten minutes
and repeat over and over again. For some it’s meditative, for others monotonous. My tastes sort of fall in
the in-between. Be it a traditional hymn or a more modern praise song that floats your boat, the
message is the same…Jesus.
At the core of what we believe is Jesus and all that he personifies. God made man, Jesus reaches far into
the depths of our very core, our very center and that very essence of Jesus is just one thing – love.
I often ask myself “How do I experience that love throughout my life?” Well, I am going to be very
honest… Sunday was a couple of days ago. As I sat on the organ bench waiting to chime the Trinity, I
looked out across the congregation as I always do -- watching who is coming in, who showed up, etc. I
was feeling a little nervous about the music that day and as I looked out at all the people in the
congregation, I thought to myself “I know all these people. They know me. They know I am flawed.
They know I make mistakes. They know my joys and my sorrows. They know my story…” While I
should have been more nervous or agitated, I felt an overwhelming peace. I felt nothing but love and
acceptance surging toward me like a warm breeze. I felt nurtured and cared for. I felt blessed.
To me, this moment embodied Jesus. In spite of our very human-ness, he loves us unconditionally. My
source, my light, my center, my song. Within me and within each of you, Jesus is the center. Jesus is your
light. Jesus is your song.

As this love guides us individually and as a congregation, I challenge you to follow where you are being
led. What is love leading you to do? Are you open to the new or are you stuck in your tradition?
Without fear, follow that call in the center of your being. Share your light and share your song…
Jennifer Thomas
Director of Music/
Church Administrator

From Elizabeth

Director of Christian Education

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION EVENTS!!!
Summer in the Son – Wednesdays, August 3rd and August 10th
Blessing of the Backpacks - Sunday, August 28th during worship
Christian Education Celebration and Kick off - Fall Programs begin Sunday, September 11th
Youth Group - 5:30-8pm Sunday evenings beginning Sunday, September 11th
Adult Sunday School
- Over Yonder hybrid class begins Sunday, August 7th at 8:45am
- Agape class begins meeting Sunday, September 11th at 10am in the Gathering Room
WOW - begins Wednesday, September 14th
The Christian Education Ministry Team and I are currently in the process of assessing the needs of our
church members and families regarding our Christian Education ministry. We will have more
information in the coming weeks and to look forward to sharing our exciting new plans!
Elizabeth Nix
Director of Christian Education

Ministry Team Updates
From the Finance Team…

Through the middle of 2022, our church finances continue to be in good condition. Our income is
well ahead of budgeted revenues while our expenses are running behind our mid-year budgeted
estimates. That’s all to the good.
A minor negative is that our cashflow is running a good bit behind our 2021 numbers by some
$20,000 as of June 30th. The majority of this shortfall is due to several unrealized pledges. If you are
in this category and are able, please make every effort to bring your pledge up to date. Almost by
definition, a church runs on positive cashflow.
Building and Grounds will be making some costly, but necessary, improvements in the next few
months so it is important that we don’t stretch our financial capability to cover these expenses.
On a totally unrelated note, our church has switched its financial affiliation from BB&T (Truist) to
First Bank. Most of our accounts have been transferred and all will be transferred as soon as all
outstanding checks have been paid accounted for.
-- Bud Sales, chair

From the Missions Team…

Our Motheread program has continued this summer with six families participating. In addition to
learning how to introduce books to their children in a fun and entertaining manner, the moms share
parenting tips and offer support on helping their young children grow emotionally, socially, and
spiritually. Participating children enjoy supervised play. This ten-week session, led by the Moore
County Literacy Council will end in mid-August. Another session is planned to begin in midSeptember. Families with children ages 0-5 are welcome to attend these bilingual sessions. Contact
Anna Stevens at annastevens50@gmail.com or 910-695-9300 for additional information.
Tuesday Tutoring will resume in mid-September. We need additional volunteers to increase the
number of children in grades K-5 that we serve. If you have two hours a week and a heart full of love
to share with these lovely children, we would love for you join our group of tutors. Contact Laura
Pitts at laurapitts50@gmail.com or 336-317-2252 for additional information.
Cub Scouts Pack 98 needs volunteers to support the fall
adventures that our community youth are looking forward to
experiencing this fall. For information on how you can participate,
contact WEPC member, Joanna Perkins at(jperkins@lee.k12.nc.us
or -910- 709-6982.
Habitat for Humanity is in the process of planning their fall builds.
If you are energetic and would like to have more information or
get your name on the list of next builders, contact Roger Erwin at
rogerandlindaerwin@gmail.com or 910-673-0845.
-- Anna Stevens, chair

Sindy Jaimes with her daughter Katelyn
enjoy a book during Motheread.

Ministry Team Updates
From the Christian Education Team…
The Youth of our church would like to send sincere thanks to the congregation and especially to
Carol McDonald, Becky Watkins, Elizabeth Nix and Pastor T.Wes for making another summer
week to the Montreat Youth Conference possible. Great opportunities in faith and fellowship
development were had by all.
If you didn’t get a chance to attend our first session of WEPC’s “not-your-typical” Vacation Bible
School, it’s not too late to join in the intergenerational family fun. “Summer in the Son” continues
Wednesdays August 3rd and August 10th from 5:30-7pm. Dinner is provided. Please register by
the Sunday prior to ensure adequate food and supplies. If you would like to attend, please register
by visiting www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4EABAF28A0FC1-summer1 or call the church office
at 910-400-4080.
Attention all students! Mark your calendars for 10am, August 28th so you can be sure to attend our
annual “Blessing of the Backpacks” during our regular Sunday worship service. This is a great way
to feel the love and prayers that go with you as you embark on a new school year. Students of all
ages are encouraged to attend. Don’t forget to bring your backpacks!
--Judy Laut, chair

From the Deacons…
The Deacons continue to be busy working on activities to support the congregation.
On August 23rd, we are once again planning to host the WEE faculty and staff for an appreciation
luncheon. This was a very successful event last year and proved to be a positive promotion for the
church in the community.
On August 28th, the Deacons will join the Christian Education team on the Blessings of the
Backpack event. In addition to blessing all returning students and teachers during worship, cookies
and lemonade will be provided following the service under the oaks.
Our annual church picnic will be on September 18th at Seven Lakes North. We will gather there for
worship at 11:00am followed by food, fun and fellowship. In the event of rain, our picnic will be
held in the Crawford Center.
On October 9th, T. Wes will be hosting “Campfire & S’mores” the home of Scot and Page Brown.
Mark your calendars! Check the E-blasts! More information to follow…
-- Diane Moreton, chair

Ministry Team Updates
From the Music & Worship Team…
The Music and Worship Team would like to update the congregation on the changes coming to the
worship service starting Sunday, September 11, 2022, at 11:00.
We are going to start passing the offering plate during the worship service starting September 11, 2022,
which will necessitate having Ushers once again. Please consider volunteering for this important aspect
of our worship service. You may contact Louise Thomas, Alice Droppers or just call the office and let
Jennifer Thomas know you are willing to volunteer. The more volunteers we have the less often you
will have to usher. We would like this to be intergenerational and represent everyone in our
congregation. Elizabeth Nix will be helping to coordinate with the youth. We will also restart collecting
the two cents a meal offering on the first Sunday of the month. The elementary-aged children will be
passing the wicker baskets.
Instead of signing in at the entrances of the church we will be passing the friendship pads. Please
remember to sign in each Sunday. By signing in it helps WEPC keep up with the membership of the
church as well as knowing about any guests that might be worshiping with us. When we need to
prepare for communion it also helps to know about how many people are attending the worship
service.
We will continue to have liturgists as part of the worship service. This a great way to get involved and
be a part of the worship service. Right now, we have mostly women, and we would like to include
more men. We are also encouraging youth who are in 8th grade and high school to participate. If you
are interested, please contact Judy Laut or Alice Droppers.
We will continue to have acolytes participate in the Sunday service. Acolytes are usually in first
through fifth grade. If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Cunningham who coordinates the
acolytes.
-Alice Droppers, chair

Celebrations
August Birthdays & Anniversaries

September Birthdays & Anniversaries

October Birthdays & Anniversaries

August 2
August 4
August 5
August 6
August 11
August 13
August 16
August 17
August 22
August 23
August 23
August 23
August 24
August 26
August 28
August 28
August 28
August 29

September 2
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 8
September 9
September 11
September 14
September 21
September 23
September 25
September 27
September 28

October 1
October 3
October 5
October 9
October 10
October 13
October 14
October 14
October 18
October 22
October 26
October 28
October 28
October 29

Helen Koehnke
Ron Shepard
Jeff Dotson
Christine Dotson
Claire High
Sarah Reid
Dan Scott
Ella McBride
Nita Hartless
Roger Brooke
Frank Hayes
Chuck Watkins
Brad Thomson
Victoria Thomson
Michael McCloskey
Charles Rust
Grace Tutton
William Simmons

September 2
September 9
September 12
September 13
September 15
August 15 Jeff & Christine Dotson September 26
August 16 Jerry &
Evelyn Vest-Arnold
August 20 Kent & Alice Droppers

Judy Laut
Sue Reaves
Patricia Wallace
Paul James
Tonya Lewis
Elizabeth Nix
Deborah Bare
Bob Guenther
Kamden Lewis
Jo Guenther
Peggy Crawford
Ross Moreton
Sarah Davis

Ann Chase
Jackie Kinney
Marge Randolph
Missy Holland
Laura Scott
Matt Kitchen
Carol Allen
Donna McCallum
Dale Shepherd
Henry Rust
Dan Laut
Mary Price
Dom Rondello
Pat Allan

Bob & Laura Pitts
Ann & Pete Chase
Frank & Lucille Hayes October 5 Marge &
Jeremy & Kim Rust
Randy Randolph
Derek & Julia Simmons October 20 Sara & Todd Turner
Dave & Renate Andres October 21 Barbara & Roy Pipo
October 29 Elizabeth & Tom Nix

Upcoming Events

August 3
August 7
August 10
August 24
August 28

Summer in the Son
5:30-7pm Crawford Center
Over Yonder Hybrid Class begins 8:45am Gathering Room
Summer in the Son
5:30-7pm Crawford Center
Music Kick-off
6pm Crawford Center
Blessing of the Backpacks at 11am Worship Sanctuary

September 5 Labor Day office closed
September 11 Agape Class begins
9:45am Gathering Room
September 11 11:00 Worship begins 11am Sanctuary
September 11 Youth Group begins 5:30-8pm Crawford Center
September 14 WOW begins 3pm Crawford Center
September 18 Church Picnic at 7LN

October 2
October 9
October 10
October 30

World Communion Sunday
Campfire & S’mores
Columbus Day office closed
Reformation Sunday

West End Presbyterian Church
www.westendpres.church
275 Knox Lane
West End, NC 27376
910-673-4341
www. Westendpres.church

