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1 Samuel 16:1-13 (NRSV)

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I

have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil

and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have

provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said,

“Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the

LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you

shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to

you.”4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and

said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have

come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with



me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and

invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his

anointed is now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel,

“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,

because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals

see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on

the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass

before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”9

Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the

LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass

before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not

chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons

here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is

keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring

him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and



brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was

handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.”

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the

presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily

upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to

Ramah.

The Word of God for the People of God! Thanks be to God!

John 9:1-41 (NRSV)

1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,

that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be



revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me

while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as

I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said

this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and

spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in

the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed

and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who

used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.”

10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”

11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on

my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and

washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is

he?” He said, “I do not know.”



13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been

blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and

opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him

how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my

eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the

Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform

such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the

blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had

received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had

received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you

say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents

answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind,

21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know



who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for

himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the

Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed

Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23

Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind,

and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is

a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.

One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They

said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not

listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to

become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are

his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God

has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where

he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing



thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my

eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does

listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.32 Never since

the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of

a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do

nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found

him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered,

“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus

said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is

he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus

said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not

see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some

of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him,

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you



were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’

your sin remains.

The Word of God for the People of God! Thanks be to God!

Let us pray:  May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our

hearts be acceptable in your sight, O God, our Rock and our

Redeemer.  Amen.

Two major questions bookend today’s Bible readings.  The first is

asked from God to Samuel:  “How long will you grieve over Saul?”

The second is asked by the religious authorities to Jesus:  “Surely

we are not blind, are we?”  Both questions point to the fact that

humans are dense.  We cling to what was, even to our own



detriment.  We fail to notice that the problem may sometimes be

with us and not someone else.

Samuel grieved over Saul.  He grieved over the broken relationship

and the fact that he, the Prophet and Judge of Israel, anointed Saul

to rule as Israel’s first human monarch.  Samuel was the last judge

to lead Israel and stepped aside to anoint Saul, who was eventually

rejected by God.  Maybe Samuel is not only grieving over the

current situation, but he’s also grieving his past all over again.

Maybe Samuel thinks if he had been more focused as a judge or

when he was working with King Saul none of this would have

happened.

The religious authorities in John cling to doing the way things have

always been done.  They can’t believe a common blind beggar was



healed on the Sabbath.  Jesus’s disciples cling to the old ways of

thinking.  “This blind man’s condition is due to sin.  But, who’s

responsible for it?  Him or parents?”  Still, outside the disciples and

the religious officials, others could not and would not believe the

blind beggar was healed.  “It must be someone who looks like him

because THAT ISN’T HIM!”

We cling to what we know when we feel threatened by something

new.  The Prophet Samuel couldn’t see past Saul.  The different

groups in John couldn’t understand that the blindness was not the

result of sin AND that healing could be accomplished on the day of

rest.

Samuel and some of the people in John still didn’t get it.  Samuel is

terrified to anoint a new king while there is still a king on the throne.



Some of the religious authorities question the formerly blind man

over and over again and they are still not convinced, which leads

them to their final question of the Gospel reading:  “Surely we are

not blind, are we?”  Samuel eventually understands.  Some folks in

John do not.

What lies in front of Samuel and the crowd in John, however, is a

new opportunity.  Yes, it’s a new opportunity to do things.  Yes,

Samuel was rejected by the people to lead and he was to anoint

Saul.  But, Saul didn’t turn out all that great.  So, God tells the

prophet to get up and go to Bethlehem and anoint a new king.

Once he arrives, Samuel has the leaders of Bethlehem bring

forward Jesse, David’s father, to meet him.  And Samuel goes

through seven of Jesse’s children before he gets to the youngest,

David, and anoints him as Israel’s new king.  In the midst of grief,

there is a new opportunity.



As we read John, yes, many folks questioned the formerly blind

man.  Jesus’s own disciples foolishly believed he was blind

because of sin.  Religious authorities and other people just could

not think this healing could happen on the Sabbath.  Either the man

claiming to be healed wasn’t really the man or the person who

healed the man must have been a sinner!  Therefore, none of this

is acceptable for the crowd so the man is questioned over and over

and over again.  Many still don’t believe him, yet, no one can

diminish his joy!  Not even his own parents nor the folks who drove

him out from the synagogue could take his joy away from him!

Ultimately, he comes to trust in Christ.

Several years ago, I had the opportunity to take a class in seminary

called “Women as Preachers, Prophets, and Priests”.  This class



focused on women in American history who continued to push the

envelope not only in church, but in society.  One of the first women

we studied was Anne Hutchinson.

In 1634, Anne Hutchinson, a Puritan, moved to Boston with her

husband.  They managed to live across the street from John

Winthrop, the Governor of Massachusetts.  She was the daughter

of a minister, smart, and outspoken.  Trained as a midwife and

nurse, Anne Hutchinson was also quite familiar with the Bible and

would have gatherings in her home to discuss the sermons of John

Cotton, who was a popular preacher at the time.  Her gatherings

would be as large as sixty folks.  Men and women.



Governor John Winthrop described Anne Hutchinson as "a woman

of haughty and fierce carriage, of a nimble wit and active spirit, and

a very voluble tongue, more bold than a man."

In 1636, Hutchinson began to confront the Puritan ministers, who

were men.  She accused them of preaching salvation on good

works rather than God’s grace.  Of course, they denied that.  But,

trouble kept brewing.  It tore the Massachusetts Colony apart.

Finally, Anne Hutchinson was brought up on charges of sedition

and put on trial in 1637.  But, she put the judge and prosecutors in

their place.  They could not find a reason to punish her.  However,

Hutchinson eventually claimed that God spoke with her directly and

she did not need a minister to interpret things for her.  Because she

admitted the truth, Hutchinson and her husband were banished to

Rhode Island.



While Anne Hutchinson lost that battle in 1637, her story continues

to inspire countless others hundreds of years later, especially girls

and women who have expressed a desire to enter into ordained

ministry.  Because of the Spirit’s work in Hutchinson, not only was

this a flashpoint for American History, but also for Church History.

In this brief period from Hutchinson’s gatherings to her banishment,

it was a foretaste of what was to come in the North American

Church:  Women leading.  Of course, it would be around 300 years

before women in mainline protestant churches were allowed to hold

any office.

But, the Governor and many others in 1637 clung to their deeply

held beliefs.  Many men were threatened.  How dare Anne

Hutchinson teach and preach better than the men!  How dare she



claim she didn’t need a man to interpret things for her!  If the

leaders of Massachusetts learned to work with Anne, maybe it

wouldn’t have taken around three centuries for women to begin to

hold office.  Maybe, women would have been able to vote sooner

than later.  Who knows.

Still, Anne Hutchinson could have grieved like Samuel, but the

Spirit pushed her forward.  Honestly, I don’t think she had a choice

but to keep confronting the colonial leaders.  Anne Hutchinson had

the courage of the formerly blind man in John and shared the Good

News.  Both her and the healed man suffered the same fate:

Banishment.  The religious authorities and their followers in both

Massachusetts and John’s Gospel could not see the new

opportunity God placed before them.  “Surely we are not blind, are

we?”  Although, I think both the colonial leaders and the people in



the synagogue knew the answer to that, they were just too stubborn

to admit the truth.

Siblings in Christ, trust this Good News!

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy

Spirit.  Amen.


