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From Pas t or  T . W e s interim pastor

After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good news, saying, 
“Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and lives and trust this good news!”

–Mark 1:14-15 (CEB)

Dear WEPC,

I am so glad that we are starting our second year together. This year is full of
opportunities! And as I continue as the Interim Minister, I must make space
for this church to go from survival to thriving. You can say that I am
approaching it with a Markan approach for as you may very well know, Mark
is my favorite Gospel after all!

Last year, I had the luxury of knowing I had a year. Although, we know that
is not a long time. This year, I don't have that luxury. Sure, my contract has
been renewed to the end of this year, but that's contingent on whether a new
minister is called. This process for calling a new pastor in the Presbyterian

Church (USA) is lengthy for a reason. This is not to simply muck up the process, but it is to give some
space for the congregation as it moves from past to present to future. It is to give the Pastor Nominating
Committee and candidates time to discern where the Spirit is leading because, as we very well know, it is
not wise to simply rush the process. This process gives the Commission on Ministry and our Executive
Presbyter time to vet the candidate and to support the congregation as well as the candidate to help give
the full picture.

Yes, waiting is hard, but it is necessary.

However, I don't have the luxury of waiting in the same way. I have to act as if I only have three months
left. Why three months? Well, that's about how long it takes for an interested candidate and the PNC
to begin interviews, negotiate terms of call, have a congregational meeting to call the next pastor, and for
the new relationship to be approved by the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina. However, I'm fairly certain I
have more than three months. We can think of it like a series of three months. I'll still be doing
everything I can to get the house in order and prepare the way for the next minister. Until we know who
and when the next minister is, my blanket statement is this: "I'm operating as if I only have three months
left."

What I am trying to say is that I have to act with urgency. It's an urgency that permeates Mark's Gospel.
Jesus, the Interim Rabbi, knew he had very little time and he had a lot to accomplish in such a short
time. So, in my remaining time with you, I will focus on the immediate needs (beyond the normal
pastoral responsibilities of preaching and pastoral care) that require my attention such as policy updates
and education regarding our identity as Christians in a PC(USA) context.

WEPC is a wonderful congregation. Your next minister will have a wonderful call and a beautiful
ministry here. So, do not sell yourselves short because you are worth the wait. Keep praying and
continue your focus on our Savior Jesus Christ. And may the Holy Spirit grant you the courage to
continue moving forward into the unknown.

Christ's Peace, 
Pastor T. Wes



From J enn i f er Director of Music

For the past 13 years, I have been blessed to be your Director of Music/Organist. I am so proud to be a part
of the legacy of musicians who, week after week, year after year, have elevated worship through their music.
We have a rich tradition of fine music at WEPC which I am sure will continue far into the future!

In December 2022, we secured our new organ with R.A. Daffer Organs with whom we have been working
with since 1989. The new organ is a Rodgers Inspire 343 which embodies the Rodgers tradition of excellence
and the latest technological innovations available. Not only are the musical capabilities state-of-the-art but
are designed to serve congregations well into the future. Organ digital technology has advanced so much
since our first Rodgers organ was developed in 1986. As a comparison, think of how much technology has
changed in our automobiles! To master the latest instrument will certainly be a challenge – one I am looking
forward to!

Several of our Ministry Teams have been working together to ensure the smooth transition to installation.
Buildings & Grounds have begun the process of redoing the aging and worn-out flooring in the choir loft and
to insure better placement of electricals. The Finance Ministry Team has been creatively active as well as
Music & Worship. Our “Organ Team” consists of representatives of several Ministry Teams as well as
musicians who are currently exploring congregational participation and an inaugural concert! Stay tuned!

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness!

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!

Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!
~ Psalm 150

“Since Time immemorial, all beauty has arisen out of human inspiration and
creativity, and this beauty is perhaps more manifested in music than in any
other form of art.

All the most inspiring music has lasted through the centuries, and we continue
to play and enjoy the works of some of the most gifted composers in history to
this day. These influential figures continue to inspire us, to never stop making
music.

The Rodgers Inspires 232 organ was born from our belief in the power of
inspiration. It combines the best in American tradition and the American
future: a traditional pipe organ sound meets modern innovation for a spiritual
experience like no other…this intense experience within reach of all organists,
both at home and in church…

The Rodgers Inspire Series is not just the product of human inspiration: it also
seeks to inspire others in turn – including you, the organist, your audience, and
the congregation…”

Rodgers Instruments US LLC
I N S P I R E  S E R I E S  3 4 3



From El i z a b e th Director of Christian Education

Faith Formation at Home Ideas February/March/April 2023

The next 3 months are FULL of special days in the church calendar! WEPC will have chances for children, youth,

families, and adults to connect at church, but I wanted to highlight a few activities that you might want to do at

home to help start faith conversations.

Shrove Tuesday: The day before Ash Wednesday has lots of names and traditions, but my favorite comes from the

Anglican church in the UK. They call the day before Ash Wednesday “Shrove Tuesday” and celebrate by eating

pancakes! “Shrove” comes from the old English word “shriven” which means to be forgiven our sins by God. Most

often you’ll just hear them call it pancake day. In the past, Anglicans would typically give up foods with sugar,

eggs, and fats during Lent, so they needed something that used up the last of these items in their pantries and

pancakes are perfect! You can enjoy them as fluffy American style pancakes or flapjacks topped with maple syrup

OR try out the British style of flat, crepe like pancakes served with powdered sugar and lemon juice. As you enjoy

your pancakes, talk about what it means for God to forgive us our sins, maybe even list together things you need

God’s forgiveness for.

Holy Monday: Each day of Holy Week (April 2-9) has a scripture associated with it. We are usually familiar with

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, but the story connected to Holy Monday (April 3) is a powerful one. This

story can be found in Matthew 21: 12-17, Mark 11: 15-19, Luke 19: 45-48, or John 2: 13-16. Some helpful context:

Jesus enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday because he and the disciples are arriving to celebrate the Passover, a Jewish

festival that remembers the Israelites’ time in slavery in Egypt and celebrates their rescue by God. After entering

the city, Jesus goes to the Temple, where there are people selling animals for travelers to use as sacrifices at the

temple. This makes sense because animals that were sacrificed had to be blemish-free and so couldn’t travel easily

the long journey many made to Jerusalem. Being able to purchase an animal once you arrived was much easier.

Read one of the Gospel’s account of this story, paying attention to how Jesus reacts to this situation. Its one of only

a handful of times we see Jesus show anger in the Gospels. What does it mean to us for Jesus to understand what it

feels like to be angry? What do you think Jesus is angry about in this story? What else makes Jesus angry? What

makes you angry? How to you cope with your anger?

Holy Saturday: Many Christians celebrate Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and then of course,

Easter Morning. But just like Holy Monday is tucked in between these, so is Holy Saturday. Specifically, this day

traditional acknowledges the day Jesus was laid to rest in the tomb. Some celebrate by making it a day of rest for

themselves, amidst the preparation and joyful expectation of Easter. What can you do to help you remember that

even God rests? In what ways do you and your family need to remember to rest?

Want to explore more about Passover?

Jesus and his disciples travel to Jerusalem for the festival of Passover. The festival itself is intertwined with our

Holy Week and the things that happen to Jesus. Jesus enters the city at the same time that King Herod and Pontius

Pilate enter, both with large, extravagant, organized parades in contrast to the crowd spontaneously welcoming

Jesus. Then, during the Passover meal on Thursday evening, Jesus creates the sacrament of communion and shares

bread and wine with his disciples, warning them of what is to come. Even the scenes with Pontius Pilate are a

tradition of Passover, when the Roman officials pardon one criminal as requested by the Jewish people. Passover is

a tremendously important festival to the Jewish faith because it remembers and celebrates God’s actions during the

Israelites’ time as slaves in Egypt. Most specifically, it remembers the final Plague, where God kills the firstborn

child in every household in Egypt, but “passes over” the Israelites’ homes. Read the story of the 10 Plagues of

Egypt and the Israelites’ path to freedom found in a story Bible or Exodus 7: 1-11: 10. Be aware that while we

often teach young children about the plagues, it is often not an easy story to hear, specifically the pain, suffering,

and death that occurs at the hand of God. Jesus calls us to lean into hard stories in Scripture, sharing our questions,

doubts, and thoughts with God and accepting that there are few easy answers when it comes to faith.



On Sunday, February 5th, our middle and high school youth will be collecting an offering of both finances and food

donations for the Souper Bowl of Caring! This organization has been turning the excitement around the Big Game into

an opportunity for people to effect real change in their own communities regarding hunger for over 30 years. All

donations, both financial and food drive, will remain local to help our specific community tackle hunger! Please

consider donating into the Soup Pots at the end of the service on February 5th!

Sunday, March 26th is the Youth Group’s Silent Auction & Dinner Fundraiser. The Dinner and Auction will begin at

5pm. RSVP for the event by March 19th. If you would like to donate to the silent auction, speak with Elizabeth Nix.

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt is April 9th at 10am! Children 5th grade and younger can join in the fun hunting for eggs

around the church! Middle and High school youth will meet on Sunday, April 2nd to stuff eggs and at 9:30am on Sunday,

April 9th to hide the eggs.

Youth Sunday is May 7th! Middle and High School Youth will lead us in worship on Sunday, May 7th.

VBS dates are here! We had such positive experiences with our inter-generational VBS last summer that we are

planning to do it again! On Wednesdays July 26th, August 2nd, and August 9th we will have Summer in the Son and

those of all ages are invited to gather for dinner and exploring a Bible story! Each week is self-contained, so join us for

as many as you are able. More details to come!

The “Over Yonder” Adult Sunday School class meets every Sunday morning using a HYBRID format starting at 
9:45am. Beginning February 12th, Over Yonder will gather for breakfast as part of their Sunday school time on the 
Second Sunday of each month. 

The “Agape” Adult Sunday School class meets weekly at 10am in the Gathering Room

F3 -- Faith, Family, & Food for our families with children and youth are meeting on the first Sunday of the month at 
10am for faith formation. This special Sunday school time will include classes for elementary age children, middle and 
high school youth, and parents of children and youth. Breakfast will be available within each class. All classes will 
explore the Scriptures that will be used that week in worship, deepening its meaning and connection to your family’s 
life.  RSVP requested for a headcount for breakfast; contact Elizabeth Nix.

CROSS Mission Trip
Who Can attend: Both Middle and High Schoolers - rising 6th grade through completed 12th grade
Dates: Sunday, June 18th- Friday, June 23 

Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference
Theme: “Welcome Home” 
Scripture: Psalm 23
Who can Attend: Rising 6th grade through completed 8th grade
Dates: Tuesday, June 27- Friday, June 30

Montreat Youth Conference
Theme: “In Joy’
Who can attend: High School rising 9th grade through completed 12th grade
Dates: Saturday, July 8th –Saturday, July 15th

From El i z a b e th Director of Christian Education



Min i s try  T e am  Upda t e s

• Youth trips to the middle school and high school summer conferences
• A summer youth mission trip to CROSS
• An intergenerational VBS on three consecutive Wednesday evenings beginning July 26
• A confirmation class
• An adult faith formation class

• Increase participants served in our current ministries to Christmas for Moore, Tuesday Tutoring,
and MotheRead programs

• Addition of youth participation in our involvement with Habitat Build
• Continue to support our sister church in Chetumal, Mexico
• Collaborate with local agencies in order to offer assistance to the needy residents in our community and

Moore County as a whole
• Search for additional "hands on" opportunities to assist our community

• Quarterly reach out to assigned staff members to check on job satisfaction levels
• Ensure staffing remains adequate to meet church needs.
• Revise the Human Resources Manual by March 31, 2023

• Continue updating and increase usage of Realm
• Develop a WEPC brochure of ministry and missions
• Increase awareness and follow up of visitors and new members
• Work toward the return of inactive members and the development of new members
• Create and execute a Time and Talent Survey for membership

• The top of the Columbarium will be sealed
• Fire alarm system will be updated
• Sanctuary attic will be insulated

• Monitor the monthly Operating Statement to ensure that the income and expenses are within the
parameters of the annual budget and take remedial action as required

• Continue to work with Buildings and Grounds to monitor projects costs to ensure that they can be
accomplished within the budgeted limits

• Complete the 2024 budget for approval by the date of the December Session meeting

F r o m  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t i o n  T e a m …

The WEPC Ministry Teams are assembled and ready to dive into the work of the church for 2023!
Following are goals that some Ministry Teams have shared and hope to accomplish this year. How can
you help? There is always a need for help be it Church Clean-Up Day or Rise for Hunger, but the most
important thing you can do to help is to lift these Teams up in prayer! When you pray for our Ministry
Teams, keep in mind…

“…And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry,

for building up the body of Christ…” 
(Ephesians 4:11-12)

2 0 2 3  M i n i s t r y  T e a m  G o a l s

F r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n s  T e a m …

F r o m  t h e  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  T e a m …

F r o m  t h e  M e m b e r s h i p  T e a m …

F r o m  t h e  F i n a n c e  T e a m …

F r o m  t h e  B u i l d i n g s  &  G r o u n d s  T e a m …



WEPC ELDERS & DEACONS

REV. THOMAS WESLEY MOORE, IV – MODERATOR

BECKY WATKINS – CLERK OF SESSION

DAVE ANDRES – VICE CLERK OF SESSION

ELDERS

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025
ALICE DROPPERS LINDA DEYOUNG DAVE ANDRES

ROGER ERWIN BUD SALES RON SHEPARD

DALE SHEPHERD ANNA STEVENS

BECKY WATKINS

DEACONS

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025
ROBIN BAKER NANCY CUNNINGHAM CAROL MCDONALD

MATT KITCHEN JO GUENTHER NANCY WORKMAN

CHIP LEE COE HUDDLESTON

KIM RUST TONYA LEWIS

MINISTRY MEETINGS

SESSION
3rd Wednesday @ 5pm

DEACONS
1st Tuesday @ 5pm

FINANCE
2nd Wednesday @ 5pm

MUSIC & WORSHIP
2nd Monday @ 2pm

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
2nd Wednesday @ 1pm

All other teams meet as necessary

SERVING WEPC IN 2023

“Now you are the body of Christ, 
and each one of you is a part of it.”

- 1Corinthians 12:27

BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Jennifer Thomas, STAFF
Roger Erwin, CO-CHAIR E’23
Ron Shepard, CO-CHAIR E’25
Ed Auman Cong-at-Lg 
Mac Clark, Cong-at-Lg
Coe Huddleston, D’24
Shannon Kitchen, Cong-at-Lg
Tim Kline, Cong-at-Lg
Laura Pitts, Cong-at-Lg
Dom Rondello, Cong-at-Lg

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Elizabeth Nix, STAFF
Becky Watkins, CHAIR E’23
Carol Allen, Cong-at-Lg
Kim Auman, Cong-at-Lg
Judy Laut, Cong-at-Lg
Jenny Mabry, Cong-at-Lg
Carol McDonald, D’25
Mary Price, Cong-at-Lg

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Nancy Cunningham, CHAIR D’23
Jo Guenther, D’24
Kim Rust, D’23
Margie Sheroff, Cong-at-Lg
Nancy Workman, D’25

FELLOWSHIP

T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Chip Lee, CHAIR D’23
Kim Auman, Cong-at-Lg
Robin Baker, D’23
Ava Brown, Cong-at-Lg
Vikki Crafter, Cong-at-Lg
Matt Kitchen, D’23

FINANCE

Paula Montgomery, STAFF
Bud Sales, CHAIR E’23
Kent Droppers, Cong-at-Lg
Shannon Kitchen, Cong-at-Lg
Virgil Reid, Cong-at-Lg
Mike Thomas, Cong-at-Lg
Chuck Watkins, Cong-at-Lg

GENEROSITY

T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Dave Andres, CHAIR E’25
Carol Allen, Cong-at-Lg 
Ron Dunning, Cong-at-Lg 
Virgil Reid, Cong-at-Lg
Mike Thomas, Cong-at-Lg

HUMAN RESOURCES

T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Linda DeYoung, CHAIR E’24
Chip Lee, D’23
Laura Scott, Cong-at-Lg
Ron Shepard, E’25

MEMBERSHIP

T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Dale Shepherd, CHAIR E’23
Ann Chase, Cong-at-Lg
Jackie Kinney, Cong-at-Lg
Jo Guenther, D’24
Tonya Lewis, D’24
Bud Sales, E’23

MISSION

T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Anna Stevens, CHAIR E’23
Mac Clark, Cong-at-Lg
Roger Erwin, E’23
Bob Pitts, Cong-at-Lg

MUSIC & WORSHIP

Jennifer Thomas, STAFF
T. Wes Moore, STAFF
Alice Droppers, CHAIR E’23
Nancy Cunningham, D’24
Linda Dunning, Cong-at-Lg
Tim Kline, Cong-at-Lg
Donna McCallum, Cong-at-Lg
Jerry Phipps, Cong-at-Lg
Louise Thomas, Cong-at-Lg



Ce l e bra t i ons
February Birthdays & Anniversaries March Birthdays & Anniversaries April Birthdays & AnniversariesFebruary 04 Holton Easter

February 06 Derek Simmons

February 09 Virginia Jones Kennington

February 12 Charles Cunningham

February 13 Fred Allen

February 15 Phyllis Rondello

February 17 Mark Bare

February 20 Marion Phipps

February 20 Jean Schmidt

February 22 Liam Wylie

February 23 Scot Brown

February 26 Joanna Perkins 

February 27 Jennifer Thomas 

February 16 Kathy & Bob Hess

February 25 Sue & Ron Shepard

February 25 Nancy & Ron Workman

February 28 Julie & Mac Jones

February 04 Holton Easter

February 06 Derek Simmons

February 09 Virginia Jones Kennington

February 12 Charles Cunningham

February 13 Fred Allen

February 15 Phyllis Rondello

February 17 Mark Bare

February 20 Marion Phipps

February 20 Jean Schmidt

February 22 Liam Wylie

February 23 Scot Brown

February 26 Joanna Perkins 

February 27 Jennifer Thomas 

February 16 Kathy & Bob Hess

February 25 Sue & Ron Shepard

February 25 Nancy & Ron Workman

February 28 Julie & Mac Jones

February 04 Holton Easter

February 06 Derek Simmons

February 09 Virginia Jones Kennington

February 12 Charles Cunningham

February 13 Fred Allen

February 15 Phyllis Rondello

February 15 Tom Spiegel

February 17 Mark Bare

February 20 Marion Phipps

February 20 Jean Schmidt

February 22 Liam Wylie

February 23 Scot Brown

February 26 Joanna Perkins 

February 27 Jennifer Thomas 

April 01     Ruth Bondurant

April 01     Julie James

April 02     Lucille Hayes

April 02     Ed Lewis

April 02     Eloise Mabry

April 02     Todd Turner

April 06     Linda Erwin

April 06 Page Brown

April 06     Melody Moreton

April 07     Phil Bare

April 09     Linda Dunning

April 09     Mike Holland

April 10     Jeanne Williams

April 10     Carson Markey

April 10     Clark Markey

April 17     Roger Erwin

April 18     Jill Mclaughlin

April 19     Joyce Charles

April 19     Anna Stevens

April 19     Susan Miller

April 23     Megan Kitchen

April 23     T.Wes Moore

April 24     Sue Shepard

April 29     Everett Thomson

April 08    Debbie & Phil Bare

Nancy & Charlie Cunningham

April 09    Michael & Alison McCloskey

April 12    Dorothy & Maurice Martin

April 17    Nita & Hank Hartless

April 21    Linda DeYoung & Robert Pfeifer

March 19 Avery Schaefer

March 19 Archie Stevens

March 20 Weston Thomson

March 21 Edna VonCanon

March 24 Jeff Lewis

March 25 Cheryl Fox

March 29 Paul Davis

March 29 Chip Lee

March 29 Gayemell Shepherd

March 31 Shannon Kitchen

March 03 Jim Barrett

March 03 Noreen Sawyer

March 05 Michael Fann

March 07 Robin Baker

March 09 Ashlyn Tilley

March 13 Harold Jones

March 14 Karen Graham

March 14 Joe Kristek

March 17 Leslie Rose

March 18 Nancy Cunningham

March 18 Zack Smith

March 23 Judy & Clark Trivett

March 29 Jordan & Mark Bare

Impor t an t  Ev en t s

February 19 Transfiguration Sunday 11am  Sanctuary
February 22 Ash Wednesday Service  7pm   Sanctuary
March 5 Worship & Communion 11am   Sanctuary
March 11 Women’s Retreat 9am-1pm   Crawford Center
March 26 Youth Silent Auction/dinner Fundraiser 5:30pm crawford Center
April 1 Spring Clean-Up Day 9am
April 2 Palm/Passion Sunday Service 11am Sanctuary
April 6 Maundy Thursday Service/Communion 7pm Sanctuary
April 7 Easter Service & Communion 11am Sanctuary
April 8 Easter Monday - Church Office Closed



Fun  &  Games  for  a l l!



West End Presbyterian Church
www.westendpres.church  
275 Knox Lane 
West End, NC  27376 
910-673-4341
www. Westendpres.church
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