
Lessons Learned 
 

It was this time last year that a 
mysterious illness surfaced half 
a world away. It didn’t reach the 
United States in earnest until 
late February, and by March we 
were all impacted. As I’m writ-

ing this article just before Christmas there have been over 
307,000 deaths in the United States. I suppose as a percent-
age of those infected and a percentage of our population 
that number seems small. But if you are one of the families 
with a newly empty place at the table this year, we know 
that impact feels enormous.  
 

Nothing in my seminary training prepared me for how to 
minister during a pandemic involving a novel virus. In the 
early days, I was sure that we would be back to normal by 
Easter. And of course, I now realize my foolishness. We’ve 
made huge sacrifices this year to keep ourselves and our 
neighbors safe. And the cumulative effect of all of this: the 
shutdowns, the mask wearing, the not hugging or touching, 
the strain on the healthcare system and its dedicated work-
ers, the challenges faced by teachers and students and 
school systems, the strange ways we now worship: is collec-
tive trauma. Its been a slow boil of stress, worry, and even 
fear.  
 

And now we have arrived at a New Year. Much has been 
made of the awfulness of 2020. Is there reason to hope that 
2021 will be any better? Maybe I am an optimist at heart, 
but I would like to think that it will. There are highly effec-
tive vaccines on the way to our communities, and they are 
already helping to protect our frontline workers. Not only 
that, but I dare to believe that the sacrifices we have made, 
the reordering of our priorities, the resilience that we’ve 
practiced will serve us well to face the challenges, known 
and unknown before us.  
 

How do you think the experiences of this last year have 
made you better? Have made us better? How can we be in-
tentional in our lives going forward about our priorities? 
Will education, healthcare, worship, and plain human con-
nection take a greater importance? I guess the answer is up 
to us.  
 

As you begin a new year, what are your priorities? What do 
you wish you could tell yourself a year ago? (and if one of 
your answers to that question isn’t “stock up on toilet pa-
per,” then we should talk.) In all seriousness, how will your 
past year inform the one ahead? 
 

If my seminary training did not prepare me for ministry in 
a pandemic, then life experience surely has. These are a few 
things I hope to carry forward:  
 

Flexibility: I have ideas about how things should be or-
dered and structured. And this year pulled the rug out 
from under me. And guess what? I survived. I began to see 
where I had made an idol of my ideals. And I began to en-
joy the freedom of being able to change things up. 
 

Creativity:  Year to year, I know what to expect each sea-
son. Order the candles by such-and-such date, save the 
palms for next year’s ashes, start the stewardship campaign, 
etc. . . . . Suddenly this year it was as if we were starting 
from scratch. But a blank page leaves room for lots of new 
ideas. I’ve enjoyed the creative challenge of figuring out a 
Palm Sunday Van Tour, a Pentecost Pinwheel Planting, 
Prayer Flags in the Oaks, Second Sunday Gatherings in the 
Crawford Center parking lot, a Virtual Christmas Pageant, 
and yes, even Virtual worship. Yes, its been busy and stress-
ful at times, but marvelously creative.  
 

Grace: The other two aren’t possible without this one. I’ve 
learned to be gracious with myself and others this year in 
deeply profound ways. We are all doing the best we can. 
And loving each other, and adjusting our expectations of 
one another, and being patient when things don’t work 
technologically or otherwise has been an important lesson. 
This year has expanded my capacity for grace.  
 

I hope you will spend some time as the calendar turns to a 
new year to reflect on the things you take with you, and all 
that you will leave behind.  
 

In the light and love of Christ,  
 
 
 
 

Rev. Maggie Beamguard 
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As I sit to write this, the Christmas season 
is still in full swing!  I am entrenched in 

Christmas carols and music-making…what a blessing!  
Carols are plenty, each with their own diverse heritage 
and traditions. Throughout the years I have had may 
opportunities to direct and perform carols from all cul-
tures and eras in music history. As I look towards the 
new year, I am drawn to the very old “The New Year 
Carol” from the British Isles. 
 

“Here we bring new water from the well so clear,  
For to worship God with this happy New Year.  
 Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the 

wine;  
 The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do 

shine.  
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe,  
Open you the West Door, and turn the Old Year  
go. 
  Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the 

wine;  
  The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do 

shine.  
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin, 
Open you the East Door, and let the New Year in. 
 Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and 
 the wine;  
 The seven bright gold wires and the bugles 
 that do shine.” 
 

At first read, the text might seem a little odd, however, 
the explanation of its meaning is importantly heart-felt. 
This Welsh carol’s first verse tells us of the custom 
where children would collect evergreen branches, dip 
into water collected from a holy well, and sprinkle on 
the faces of passers-by. The branches were then tossed 
into the fire to purify the house and welcome in the 
new year. Much like our baptisms, we are sprinkled 
with water and made clean through Jesus Christ. The 
chorus is about the sacrament of holy communion: 
“Levy dew” comes from the French “Levez à 
Dieu” (raise to God) – raising to God “the water and the 

wine”. The chorus concludes with the golden strings of 
the harp and the trumpets of heaven. The “Fair Maid” 
refers to the virgin Mary and the gold that she bears is 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Understanding the text while listening to the beauty of 
its musical settings may be just the way to bring in the 
new year – remembering our baptism, the body and 
blood of Christ shed for you and his miraculous birth. 
One very touching recording of this can be found on 
YouTube:  search “The New Year Carol” sung by Owen 
Sullivan. British composer Benjamin Britten truly cre-
ates to the perfect musical setting to this simple carol. 
 

May God continue to bless you  
in this new year – sing Levy-dew! 

Jennifer Thomas 
Director of Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEAR WEPC CONGREGATION, 

 
Your church staff would like to thank you for 

the cards, candies, baked goods, flowers, gift 

cards...all the ways that you made us feel 

appreciated. We are blessed to serve a lov-

ing, giving congregation  and we are thankful 

for your continued support and care!      

 
 YOUR WEPC STAFF:  

REV. MAGGIE BEAMGUARD,  

JENNIFER THOMAS, 

 KATHY HESS,  PAULA MONTGOMERY,  

AND MARTHA REEVES 

A Note from  
 the Music Department 
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Second Sunday Nativity Trail 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THANK YOU  to all our participants ~both members 

and those who joined us from the community, volunteers,  

Deacons, Pastor Maggie for coming up with this great idea, 

Jennifer Thomas for the music, special guest musician,  

and the animals...who couldn’t have done it  

without their people.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome  

Maddie! 
 

M a d a l y n n  B e a d e l l , 
"Maddie," graduated from 
East Carolina University 
in May 2020 with a Bache-
lor's degree in Recreation 
and Park Management. 
She loves being outside; hiking, biking, swimming, 
camping, kayaking, you name it! While she was in 
school at ECU she worked as a youth director for 
Howard Memorial Presbyterian Church in Tarboro, 
NC. She has now relocated to be closer to family here 
in Southern Pines and works full time as a Registered 
Behavior Technician at Effective Interventions in 
Southern Pines. She is so excited to be a part of the 
WEPC team and serve the youth of the church!  

MONTREAT  

HIGH SCHOOL  

CONFERENCE: 

July 10-17, 2021 

 

MASSANETTA  

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

CONFERENCE:  

June 22—25, 2021 
 

Look for more information soon! 

This was a  fun, socially distanced Second Sunday 

Event in December! 

Even Baby 

Jesus wore a 

mask! 
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AS THOSE GUIDED BY THE STAR:  
EPIPHANY AND  

OFFICER INSTALLATION/ORDINATION 
 

Our first service of worship in 2021 will fall on Janu-
ary 3, Epiphany of the Lord. The celebration of the 
Feast of Epiphany is an ancient Christian celebration 
dating at least as far back as the 300’s. It is the day we 
celebrate the arrival of the magi, or the Eastern wise 
men, who came to visit Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. It 
comes at the end of the twelve days of Christmas.  
 

The word epiphany comes to us almost directly from 
the Greek: “epi,” meaning ‘on’ or ‘upon,’ and 
‘phaneros,’ which means ‘visible,’ ‘apparent,’ or 
‘manifest.’ An epiphany is something that is revealed 
to you. We celebrate with joy the epiphany the wise 
men received for us all. A star led them to the light of 
the world, the “Prince of Peace,” and they found him 
with his mother and bowed down and worshiped 
him. They saw God made flesh and God’s salvation 
for all people.  
 

Just like the wise men were guided by a star, this occa-
sion invites us to prayerfully consider how God might 
be guiding us this new year in our lives of discipleship. 
How the Guiding Star help us reflect the light of 
Christ to the world?  Join us for Star Words on Janu-
ary 3, Epiphany, and receive the gift of a word.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OFFICER INSTALLATION AND ORDINATION 
We will be ordaining and installing our new church 
officers at our Second Sunday Event at 12:15pm on 
January 10. These officers have committed to serve as 
Elders or Deacons as a sign of God’s work in their life. 
Their response echoes those Magi who brought what 
they had to Jesus. We offer our thanks for those who 
have agreed to serve in the 2023 Class of Officers:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELDER’S CLASS OF 2023 
ALICE DROPPERS 
ROGER ERWIN 

DALE SHEPHERD 
BECKY WATKINS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEACON’S CLASS OF 2023 
ROBIN BAKER 

MATT KITCHEN 
CHIP LEE 
KIM RUST 

 
WE ARE GRATEFUL  

for the service and dedication of the 2020 Elders and 
Deacons who are concluding their term this month:  

HAROLD JONES, MAC JONES, SHANNON KITCHEN,  
LOUISE THOMAS, JIM BERRY, CATHERINE LOTT,  

VALERIE RYAN, JEANNE WILLIAMS. 
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JANUARY  02 COE HUDDLESTON 
JANUARY  07 ALLISON AUMAN 
 NORAH BEAMGUARD  
JANUARY  08 RUTH BROOKE  
JANUARY  10 SARAH MILLER 
JANUARY  11 KATHY HESS 
JANUARY  12 RYLEE MCBRIDE  
JANUARY  13 DEBI MIRIELLO 
JANUARY  15 COY PAUL HOLLAND 
JANUARY  16 MEREDITH PFEIFER 
JANUARY  18 MARISSA DOTSON MALEWSKI 
JANUARY  19 ALISON MCCLOSKEY 
JANUARY  21 DAN COPELAND 
 IRIS GOODEN 
 CAROL MCDONALD 
JANUARY  23 LAUREN KINNEY 
 DOROTHY MARTIN 
 RANDY RANDOLPH 
JANUARY  24 MICAHLA KITCHEN 
JANUARY  25 HILDA CONRAD 
JANUARY  28 BAYLEE RYAN 
 PAT WYLIE 
JANUARY  29 LAWTON BAKER 
 BILL PRICE 
 LILLIAN SCHAFER 
JANUARY  30 BOB HELMS 
JANUARY  31 DEAN CHARLES 
 LOGAN MCDONALD 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
JANUARY 3 JACKIE AND DAVID KINNEY 

 
 
 

 

 

LITURGIST SCHEDULE 
JANUARY 3 

OPEN 

JANUARY 10 

JULIE JONES 

JANUARY 17 

JULIE JONES 

JANUARY 24 

OPEN 

JANUARY 31 

OPEN 
 

 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY   
comes together on the second Wednesday at 10:30 am 
in the Hogan Youth Center to socially distance knit and 
crochet prayer shawls for those in the church and com-
munity who are going through difficult times.  

 
 

 

Sunday:  

You will find the  

worship link 

WATCH YOUR EMAILS!  

Friday:  

Watch for the  

weekly news  

Monday:  

Look for the link to 

register for  

in-person worship 

If  you are not receiving these emails, please contact the church office.  

We want to keep everyone informed and up to date on church events! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 New Years 
Day! 

 

2 

3 
11:00  
Worship  
~ Star Words 
Epiphany 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 
11:00  
Worship  
 
12:15 Second 
Sunday Event 
~ Officer in-
stallation and 
Ordination 

11 12 13 
10:30 Prayer 
Shawl  
Ministry 

14 15 16 

17 
11:00  
Worship  
~ Baptism  

18 Church  
Office Closed 
6:00 Session 
Deadline for the 

February  
Newsletter 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 
11:00  
Worship  

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
11:00  
Worship  

  WOW starts 
back virtually 
on February 3 

   

The Over Yonder Sunday school 

class meets every Sunday morning at 

9:45am via zoom for their study. If you 

are interested in joining this group, 

please contact Lynne Graham, lynne-

graham@nc.rr.com. 
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What is God calling me to do, or not do, right now?  
W

h
o 

is
 G

od
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a
lli

n
g
 m

e
 t

o 
b
e
?
  

 
What name is it that God calls me? 



 

PO Box 13 

275 Knox Lane 

West End, NC  27376 

West End Presbyterian Church 

Phone: 910-673-4341 

Website:  www.westendpres.church 

              This newsletter is sent with a blessing 

        and a prayer to: 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THE CHURCH STAFF: 
 

REV. MAGGIE F. BEAMGUARD  Pastor      maggie@westendpres.church 

MARTHA REEVES  Church Administrator   martha@westendpres.church 

JENNIFER THOMAS  Director of Music   jennifer@westendpres.church 

PAULA MONTGOMERY  Finance Administrator   paula@westendpres.church 

KATHY HESS    Sexton 
SHARON BETININ     
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday 8:30am to 4:30pm  


