APRIL 2020

WestEndNotes
The Church has Left the Building
I’m not sure if you have seen our updated church sign
on Highway 211. The message on it reads “CHURCH
HAS LEFT THE BUILDING, WORSHIP ONLINE
AT WESTENDPRES.CHURCH.” We are adjusting to
the new reality of worshipping and connecting virtually,
and this seemed like a good way to put it. We can’t
gather in our building right now, but that does not
mean we have ceased to be the church.

ic) we will be here in the
office. We have reduced
the official office hours to
9am-12pm. But we are still
working full days. The reduction in office hours is
simply to limit interaction
with the public, and to
allow our staff flexibility in caring for family and
children now home from school. If a shelter-inplace order comes, we will be working from home.

In the ten -twelve days prior to my sitting down to write
this note, your church staff has been meeting and praying and imagining. We are adjusting to a new reality –
ministering in an era of physical distancing. We are not  We are not bored! We are responding to a greater
the only ones finding ourselves rethinking how things
influx of communication (please keep communiare done. Schools, Doctor’s offices, small business are
cating! We love to hear from you. And we especially
also figuring out new ways to do what needs to be
want to know how we can support you) and we are
done. Parents are figuring out how to manage teaching
creating new ways of worshipping and relating. This
their children while also continuing to work. Older
takes all our energy, intelligence, imagination and
adults are more isolated than ever, and nursing homes
love – and time!
are closed to visitors. Teachers are learning new tech-  We will not be able to gather in person with you
nology and teaching methods. The “non-essential”
until this threat has waned significantly. Home and
workforce (waitresses, waiters, bartenders, trainers, hairhospital visits are not possible or advisable at this
dressers, musicians, actors, small businesses) is graptime and worship and meetings will move online.
pling with the implications of all the changes. While  This means pastoral and congregational care will
others are working during this evolving threat: medical
change. Our elders and deacons have contacted
staff, grocers, pharmacists, police, emergency respondchurch members to check in. Todd and I will also
ers, firefighters, community leaders, and so many othbe making calls in the weeks to come. We will be
ers.
working our way through the directory. Please do
not hesitate to call us to let us know how you are in
We are all adapting, and quickly.
the meantime.
Here is what I want you to know:
 The way we plan for worship and offer it to you has
changed. We are learning how to use technology we
 As long as we are able (meaning there is no shelterhaven’t used before. And we are being very intenin-place order and none of the staff are symptomatWest End Presbyterian Church
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tional about how the worship we lead can be most
meaningful in this new context and how it can feed
souls.
We are meeting and doing the work of the church.
The elders and deacons have met online as well as
the Tuesday Tutoring Leadership. Other committees will meet online as they need/require. Bills are
being paid and yes, offerings are being received.
We have started a new ministry! Within a week-and
-a-half of the schools being cancelled we organized
an emergency food drive for our Tuesday Tutoring
Students. This will continue as long as we are able
to safely facilitate it.
We are developing new opportunities to interact
and even study online. Stay tuned! These are ideas
that are in process.
We have hope. God is steadfast and faithful. And
we are resilient.

So, CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING.

We are sent out from worship with a charge and benediction, because we have always known that the church
– the witness to God’s love – is where we take it. The
church is not something that just happens when we
worship in a building. It happens where doctors and
nurses use their skills for healing, it happens where educators find creative ways to keep teaching, it is there
wherever neighbor helps neighbor, it is there in the
family gathered, it is there on the telephone when you
call to check in with someone, it is there when you
share what you can with those who need it, it is there
when you listen, and it is there when you love.
Certainly, there is grief in missing our weekly worship,
especially as we approach the season of Easter and it
seems increasingly likely that our regular observance of
the Great Day of Resurrection will be very different
than normal. But there is also an opportunity. We have
been given an opportunity to find the church outside
the building. It is out there. It is You.

But, the truth is, it has always been thus. The church is In the Light and Love of Christ,
not a building. No matter how much pride we take in
our campus or how much solace our sacred spaces
bring us: the church is “out there.” It is in the world. Rev. Maggie Beamguard
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West End Presbyterian Church

WEPC STAFF CONTACT INFO:
REV. MAGGIE F. BEAMGUARD, PASTOR
(910) 673-4341 ext. 4000
maggie@westendpres.church
REV. TODD DAVIDSON, ASSOCIATE PASTOR
(910) 673-4341 ext. 4002
todd@westendpres.church

THE BEST WAY TO KEEP UP WITH
NEWS FROM THE CHURCH IS:
•

EMAILS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
(If you are not receiving emails from the church office,
please give us a call and let us know.)

•

OUR CHURCH WEBSITE
WWW.WESTENDPRES.CHUCH

•

OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

•

OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
“THE GATHERING ROOM AT WEPC”

MARTHA REEVES, CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
(910) 673-4341 ext. 4001
martha@westendpres.church
JENNIFER THOMAS, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
(910) 673-4341 ext. 4003
jennifer@westendpres.church
PAULA MONTGOMERY,
FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR
(910) 673-4341 ext. 4004
paula@westendpres.church
*Paula is in the office on Mondays*

We will do our best to keep you apprised and
connected. If you have a pastoral need, please
know that Pastor Maggie Beamguard and Pastor
Todd Davidson are available. You can email us
and/or call the church office and leave a message
if we are not in. We are checking our messages
frequently. Currently, we continue to work from
the church office. If we are ordered to “shelter in
place,” please know that our staff is able to work
from home and will continue as normal.

We want to hear from you!
April 2020 Newsletter
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PASTOR TODD’S MESSAGE
SHARED THROUGH THE WORDS OF

LAURA KELLY FANUCCI
When this is over,
may we never again take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversation with neighbors
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.
When this ends,
may we find that we have
become more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay that way better for each other
because of the worst.
- Laura Kelly Fanucci

Rev. Todd’s Installation
March 8, 2020
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Dearest WEPC folk, as I sit and write this newsletter article, we are in our second week of staying in and staying safe
in the midst of the Corona virus pandemic. I just re-read
my article from the March newsletter – all about “What
Wondrous Love Is This” – and it struck a chord, no pun
intended. How can we best show our love for each other
and the world as Jesus would want us to? By staying at
home and therefore not putting ourselves and others at
risk. So far, it doesn’t seem too difficult but then again, I
have no school-age children, wi-fi, a top-of-the-line Roku set
-up, a fully-stocked pantry and fridge, a roof over my head,
some money in the bank… I am not in want. I am blessed.
You are blessed. We are so blessed.
That feeling of helplessness will soon permeate each of us
soon, I imagine, if it hasn’t already. What can we do? Pray,
pray and pray some more. Pray unceasingly. Pray for your
neighbor, pray for your spouse, pray for your children, pray
for your friends. Just pray and rest in the Lord!
“
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
I have found great comfort on social media of all places. I
think I’ve become a Facebook addict and that kind of
scares me to be honest. But one FB friend summed it up
well by saying “I have been able to be comforted by family
and friends from all over the world through FB and
through them, I have become stronger, more hopeful and
more at peace.” Personally, I have been touched through
all the videos of “balcony concerts” posted by Italian musicians and musicians here in the U.S. who have put out
inspiring videos. Whatever you’re experiencing, be comforted that you’re not alone in this world. You are never
alone. Composer David Haas’ beautiful song “You Are
Mine” says just that.
“I am hope for all who are hopeless
I am eyes for all who long to see
In the shadows of the night,
I will be your light
Come and rest in Me…
Do not be afraid, I am with you
I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me
I will bring you home
I love you and you are mine…”
May God fill each and every one of you with His peace.
May you find your rest in Him. May your hearts be full.
Jennifer Thomas, Director of Music
West End Presbyterian Church

West End Presbyterian Church On Wednesdays
Ash
Wednesday
At

W.O.W.

WIFI NETWORK
CHURCH, CRAWFORD CENTER,
HOGAN HOUSE

Network - WEPC GUEST
Password = welcome1
The WEPC Network is up and running better than
ever thanks mostly to our very own Tim Kline. There is
now a WiFi network called WEPC GUEST. It does not
matter what building you are in, the network is the
same.
Tim and his IT team have started work on the hearing
assist system as well. This feature will add a lot of flexibility on how our congregants can listen to the services
in the sanctuary. Watch for information to come about
how to access the app.
April 2020 Newsletter

Collection for Staples for Students took place on Monday, March 23 and Tuesday, March 24. Boxed macaroni and cheese, fruit cups, peanut butter, rice, dried
beans, whole grain cereal, saltines, and hand soap were
dropped off at the Crawford Center. Bags of goodies
were left at the doors by caring members of our community and a volunteer (Thank you Alice Droppers.)
brought them in and sorted them. We are taking physical distancing very seriously here at WEPC. Bags were
distributed to the Tuesday Tutoring Students via drive
up. Thank you to all the volunteers that put time and
effort into this great project and a special thank you to
West End Methodist Church food pantry for sharing
their staples with us!
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
APRIL 01

RUTH BONDURANT
JULIE JAMES
APRIL 02
LUCILLE HAYES
ED LEWIS
ELOISE MABRY
APRIL 06
LINDA ERWIN
PAGE BROWN
MELODY MORETON
APRIL 07
PHIL BARE
APRIL 08
JOHN FLETCHER
APRIL 09
LINDA DUNNING
MIKE HOLLAND
APRIL 10
JEANNE WILLIAMS
CARSON MARKEY
CLARK MARKEY
APRIL 14
MAURICE MARTIN
APRIL 16
AMYLEE MCCANTS
APRIL 17
ROGER ERWIN
APRIL 18
JILL MCLAUGHLIN
APRIL 19
REV. TODD DAVIDSON
JOYCE CHARLES
ANNA STEVENS
SUSAN MILLER
APRIL 23
MEGAN KITCHEN
APRIL 24
BRUCE DOE
JUDY TRIVETT
SUE SHEPARD
MINDY REAVES
APRIL 27
EMILY MCCANTS
APRIL 29
EVERETT THOMSON
APRIL 30
LOIS ANN EISEL
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
APRIL 08 DEBBIE & PHIL BARE
NANCY & CHARLIE CUNNINGHAM
APRIL 09 MICHAEL & ALISON MCCLOSKEY
APRIL 12 DOROTHY & MAURICE MARTIN
APRIL 17 NITA & HANK HARTLESS
APRIL 21 LINDA DEYOUNG & ROBERT PFEIFER
APRIL 22 DIANE & ROSS MORETON
APRIL 28 SARAH & PAUL DAVIS
APRIL 30 COURTNEY & LEONARD KING
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PRACTICING GOOD
STEWARDSHIP
We are so blessed to have a generous congregation
who has faithfully supported the monetary needs
of WEPC. Thus, at this time, we ask that you give
prayerful consideration to continuing your regular
contributions to the church as you would if we
were able to collect a weekly offering. We have
placed a basket on Paula’s desk in the church office for those who would like to stop by with a
cash or check contribution. You may also mail
your check to P.O. Box 13 West End, NC 27376
or visit our website www.westendpres.church to
make your online, credit card contributions. Paula
will be in the office on Monday’s from 8:30 to
noon during this time of modified staff schedule.

RICE
We continue to accept 1 lb. bags of rice for the
Sandhills/Moore Coalition to help feed the hungry in our community. Please drop off your rice
donations at the church office during our modified hours, there is a basket by the office door, or
make your check payable to West End Pres. and
memo Rice fund. We appreciate your gifts to this
on going mission.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2020
If you have signed up for flowers during this time of postponed worship, we thank you and ask that you consider
rescheduling for another available date when we begin to
worship together in our sanctuary again. The flower chart
is posted on the bulletin board in the
information center. When you sign up
for flowers, please remember to fill out
the pink form which can be found just
below the chart on the table and return
it to the church office. Thank you!
West End Presbyterian Church

JOIN US…

Know we are praying for you. We are praying for
your health, your sense of isolation, your hopes
Worship has moved to online access weekly and your fears. And we are looking for God’s presthrough April and will continue as long as we are ence in all circumstances. Below is a prayer you
not in the church building.
might relate to…it might make you smile…you may
see it used again soon in Worship.
Check your email on Sunday morning for the
God who made us all,
newest online worship video. It will also be postOur healers are exhausted, God.
ed by mid-morning on Facebook and our WebGive rest to those who care for the sick.
site.
Our children are bored, God.
Grant extra creativity to their caregivers.
Visit our YouTube channel.
Our friends are lonely, God.
“The Gathering Room @WEPC”
Help us to reach out.
and worship with us from where ever you are.
Our pastors are doing the best they can, God.
Then check your Facebook feed as we go live
Help them to know it is enough.
each Sunday morning..
Our workers are jobless, God.
Grant us the collective will to take care of them.
STAY TUNED….
Our fellow parents are losing their minds, God.
for meaningful ways we will celebrate
Bring unexpected play and joy and dance parties
to all in need.
PALM/ PASSION SUNDAY
Our grocery workers are absorbing everyone’s
APRIL 5
anxiety, God. Protect them from us.
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Our elderly are even more isolated God.
Comfort them.
APRIL 9
We haven’t done this before and we are scared,
EASTER SUNDAY
God.
APRIL 12
I don’t even know what else to pray for. Amen.
From a post @sarcasticlutheran

Your WEPC Staff is working together to keep our
church family informed
and connected in new and
creative ways. In an effort
to care for all of our members, we invite you to share
with us when you, a family member or a friend is in
need of prayer. If you would like to add someone to
the prayer list or update someone’s condition, please
secure their permission and notify us.

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS:
 Christian sympathies are extended to MAGGIE
BEAMGUARD AND FAMILY upon the death of
her uncle, JOEL WYMAN FRAMPTON, JR. on
Wednesday, March 18, in Charleston, SC.
 HARRIETT CURRIE, ERIN DAVIDSON'S Grandmother, for healing, rest and peace as she has
been placed in the care of hospice.
 MICHAEL W. HOLLAND, SR., MICHAEL HOLLAND’S Father, as he recovers from a stroke.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER...

REHABBING AT HOME:
Concerns listed for 3 months

CHRONIC CONDITION/NEW ONSET/
DIAGNOSIS: Concerns listed for 4 weeks
Ashlyn Tilley (2/16)
LONG TERM CARE FACILITIES/SHUT-INS
Neil MacDonald (6/2)
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY
Scott A. Kristek (U.S. Navy)
Michael McCloskey (U.S. Army)
Col. Ric Ong (U. S. Army)
Sgt. Wyatt Carpenter (US Army)
OTHER
Sophie Alise Coutouzis, Joanie & Harold Jones granddaughter born 1/17/2020
Mary, Julie and Mac Jones’s niece and newborn twins

We are happy to announce that CHARLIE & ELOISE
MABRY have a new cousin, JENNY & HARRISON a
new nephew and DAN & JUDY LAUT a new grandson!
7lb 10oz MILES ALAN WIDMAN was born to his parents, KAREN & DREW, on Friday, March 13
(his mother’s 30th birthday).

DEATH OF FAMILY/FRIEND:
Concerns listed for 3 months

The friends and family of Mart Page (12/29)
The Friends and family of Frank Land (1/17)
Joan and Jim Carter and family (2/9)
SURGERY/RECOVERING:
Concerns listed for 4 weeks

Donna McCallum (3/15)
CHRONIC CONDITION:
Ongoing concerns listed for 6 months at a time

Carol Burger (Nell Judge’s Daughter)
Carol Monroe (Jeanne Williams mother) (9/1)
Keith Vest (Evelyn Vest-Arnold’s son) (10/6)
Jenny F. Mendola (Rev. Maggie Beamguard's sister) (10/6)
Teresa Copper (11/3)
Robin Falk (Rev. Maggie’s friend) (11/3)
Jean Parker (Debbie Bare’s Mom) (11/17)
Andrea Cain (2/23)
Skip Abee (Joanie & Harold Jones brother in law) (2/23)
Grace Campbell (Gayemell Shepherd’s mother) (2/23)
Dorinda Davidson (Rev. Todd’s Mom ) (3/08)
ACCIDENT/INJURY/ILLNESS:
Concerns listed for 4 weeks

Frances Peacock, Jayne Lee's mother
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West End Presbyterian Church
PO Box 13
275 Knox Lane
West End, NC 27376
Phone: 910-673-4341
Fax: 910-685-7416
Website: www.westendpres.church

This newsletter is sent with a blessing
and a prayer to:
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE CHURCH STAFF:
Rev. Maggie F. Beamguard
Rev. Todd Davidson
Martha J. Parker
Jennifer Thomas
Paula Montgomery
Sharon Bettini
Kathy Hess

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Church Administrator
Director of Music
Finance Administrator
Nursery Attendant
Sexton

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
The church office is opened Monday - Friday from 9:00am to Noon.

maggie@westendpres.church
todd@westendpres.church
martha@westendpres.church
jennifer@westendpres.church
paula@westendpres.church
sharonbettini@gmail.com

