
 

 

In the ordination vows to become an elder or a dea-
con in the Presbyterian Church (USA), there is one 
question that stands out among the rest. It’s my fa-
vorite question to ask and to answer: “Will you serve 
the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and love?” It has always struck me as one of the 
more meaningful questions as it addresses the atti-
tudes and principles with which we promise to en-
gage in the holy work of God’s Mission.  
 

Christian life necessarily involves imagination. 
Imagination is essential to following Jesus, pre-
cisely because he pointed us beyond present 
realities to what might be. Christ invites us to 
the hope of God’s kingdom which is beyond 
sad realities and pain, beyond greed, beyond 
fear, and beyond hatred . 
 

God’s creation ex nihilo (out of nothing) is evi-
dence of God’s own great imagination. God 
looked upon formlessness and void, and then 
there was light, and day and night; oceans and 
dry land; every plant: ones that bloom only in 
the evening, ones that return only in the 
spring, ones that stay green all year; every ani-
mal, ones with long trunks and others with 
short legs (I’m thinking elephants and dachs-
hunds here), and ones with wings and ones 
with no legs (bald eagles and cottonmouths); 
and then us: human beings, with our different 
colored flesh, our tall and lean or short and 
round statures, our eyes of varied shapes and 
hues, our ability to do great things and also 
tremendous wrongs. God needs our imagina-
tion to keep on seeing possibilities and to be 
co-creators with God as we live and serve.    

Frederick Buechner, that great Presbyterian 
pastor and author, wrote in Whistling in the 
Dark:  

 

“Imagining is perhaps as close as humans 
get to creating something out of nothing 
the way God is said to. It is a power that to 
one degree or another everybody has or 
can develop, like whistling. Like muscles, it 
can be strengthened through practice and 
exercise. Keep at it until you can actually 
hear your grandfather's voice, for instance, 
or feel the rush of hot air when you open 
the 450-degree oven. 
 

…It is essential to read imaginatively….It is 
especially important to do it in reading the 
Bible. Be the man who trips over a suitcase 
of hundred-dollar bills buried in the field 
he's plowing if you want to know what the 
Kingdom of Heaven is all about (Matthew 
13:44). Listen to Jesus saying, "Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28) 
until you can hear him, if you want to 
know what faith is all about. 
 

If you want to know what loving your 
neighbors is all about, look at them with 
more than just your eyes. The bag lady 
settling down for the night on the hot-air 
grating. The two children chirping like 
birds in the branches of a tree. The bride 
as she walks down the aisle on her father's 
arm. The old man staring into space in 
the nursing-home TV room. Try to know 
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them for who they are inside their skins. . . . 
 

When Jesus said, "All ye that labor and are heavy 
laden," he was seeing the rich as well as the poor, 
the lucky as well as the unlucky, the idle as well as 
the industrious. He was seeing the bride on her 
wedding day. He was seeing the old man in front 
of the TV. He was seeing all of us. The highest 
work of the imagination is to have eyes like that.” 

 

Imagination is essential to seeing the world as God sees it 
– with all its potential. A Declaration of Faith perhaps 
puts it most succinctly:  
 

“All that we can ever hope for was present in 
Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over. 
God calls us to hope for more than we have yet 
seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate confi-
dence that supports us when lesser hopes fail us. 
In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven and 
earth, certainty of victory over death, assurance of 
mercy and judgment beyond death. This hope 
gives us courage for the present struggle.” 
 

Imagining is not just daydreaming. Imagining means trans-
lating what isn’t into what is. It means becoming creators 
with God. It means looking at all that is formless, dark, 
hopeless, and empty, and seeing in it God’s potential for 
goodness.  
 

We ask this of our leaders, the use of their imagination, so 
that we will challenge ourselves to explore new opportuni-
ties for ministry, to imagine new ways of doing things, and 
to refute the seven last words of the church “But we’ve 
always done it that way.” 
 
Joyfully,  

 
 
 

 
 
 
                           Rev. Maggie F. Beamguard 

 

Our Stewardship Campaign  
is underway! 

“RUN THE RACE TOGETHER”  
It’s time for all of us to take a few minutes to think 
about “How we will continue to support our church 
programs.” In the life of our church there are many 
ways to support and contribute to the various church 
programs. Participating and volunteering to support 
activities, such as WOW, Tutoring, choir, Sunday 
school, youth activities, and the various other church 
programs. The other part of the life of the church is 
how will I participate in funding all of these various 
activities and our place of worship. Our lives have 
many challenges and things that require our time and 
money. Our church village offers clarity and under-
standing of our God and continues to provide under-
standing to the many things life throws at each of us 
as we make our journey through life. Let us now take 
the time to think about our PLEDGE to continue to 
support the work of our CHURCH and our pro-
grams.   

“WE ALL CAN RUN THE RACE TOGETHER,  
SEE YOU AT THE FINISH LINE”   

 
The Stewardship Team wishes to announce a  

Congregational dinner on November 7  
with guest speaker Noelle Granville McIntyre, CSA.  
Additional information to follow in the near future. 

 
Let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.  
                                                         ~ Hebrews 12:1-3 
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SINGING THE PSALMS 
 

In continuing with our Psalm series, our Psalm for 
October is Psalm 42, a very familiar one. When I read 
Psalm 42, I think about God’s love for me, I think 
that it is how vast, how huge, almost unfathomable 
like a deep lake or ocean. The more I know God, the 
more I love Him. The more I love him, the more my 
soul longs to be in his presence. I think about the 
song based on Psalms 42:1 and 28:7 – “As the Deer” -- 
one of our choir's favorite anthems. 
Psalm 42. 
 

 For the director of music. A maskil of the Sons of Korah. 
1  As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul 

pants for you, O God. 
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When 

can I go and meet with God? 
3  My tears have been my food day and night, while 

men say to me all day long, "Where is your God?" 
4  These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how 

I used to go with the multitude, leading the proces-
sion to the house of God, with shouts of joy and 
thanksgiving among the festive throng. 

5  Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so dis-
turbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will 
yet praise him, my Savior and 

6  my God. My [3] soul is downcast within me; there-
fore I will remember you from the land of the Jor-
dan, the heights of Hermon--from Mount Mizar. 

7  Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all 
your waves and breakers have swept over me. 

8  By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song 
is with me-- a prayer to the God of my life. 

9  I say to God my Rock, "Why have you forgotten why 
are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed 
within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Savior and my God. 

 

Written by composer Martin Nystrom, AS THE 
DEER was written in a unique way.  While in col-
lege, Marty’s roommate, who was a vibrant Chris-
tian, challenged Marty to go on a fast, thinking it 
would help him recover his joy. Marty took up the 

challenge, and on the nineteenth day of the fast, he 
found himself sitting at the piano in a room of the 
school, trying to write a song. He was simply playing 
chord progressions when he noticed a Bible on the 
music stand of the piano, open to Psalm 42. His eyes 
fell on the first verse of that chapter. After reading 
the verse he began to sing its message, right off the 
page. He wrote the first verse and the chorus of a 
song, practically straight through. The entire song 
was completed in a matter of minutes. 
 

Though Mr. Nystrom had not intended to perform 
the song publicly, he shared it with a friend who in-
troduced it to other friends.  The effectiveness of the 
original song is found in its simplicity; the singer can 
internalize and memorize the song, offering this 
sung prayer directly to God. On the other hand, the 
poignant questions of the remainder of the psalm 
echo the questions of many worshipers in their lives. 
Singing additional stanzas, however, changes the ex-
perience from a simple prayer to God to the experi-
ence similar to singing a multi-stanza hymn. Regard-
less of the approach to incorporating the song into 
worship, one cannot deny the effectiveness of “As 
the deer” as sung prayer in and around the world. 
Mr. Nystrom attended a conference in Korea in the 
1990s that began with 100,000 Korean Christians 
singing his song – a dramatic witness of its power. 

Jennifer Thomas 
Director of Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Guacamole and friends!   
Support West End Presbyterian’s  
Children and Youth Programs! 

http://web.mit.edu/jywang/www/cef/Bible/NIV/NIV_Bible/PS+42.html#footnote_200280896_3
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T RUNK  O R  T REAT  
S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 7 t h  
 

The Youth will sponsor our annual Trunk or 
Treat event from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The deacons will 
assist by preparing a light supper with proceeds to 
benefit the youth fund to offset coast for registra-
tion and expenses for mission trips and confer-
ences. Church members are invited to help with 
this event too! We invite members to decorate 
their trunks and join us in handing out candy to 
those who come. Please invite your neighbors and 
friends to attend! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEEKING YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  
MEAL PROVIDERS! 

 

A wonderful opportunity for sharing your gifts for 
hospitality happens nearly every Sunday Evening! 
Our Youth are seeking folks who can provide din-
ner for their Sunday Night Youth Fellowship pro-
grams. Parents are always eager to help with this 
meal, but it is also an opportunity for others in our 
church to show how much we love and support our 
Middle and High School Youth. This year we have 
created a SignUp Genius to make it easy to volun-
teer. Here is the link which can also be accessed 

through our Friday Emails and our Website:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/70A0A4EAFAB2CA3FA7-dinner.  
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

October  
 

06 Morrow Mountain Hike (noon) 
13  Dinner & Program 
20  Youth Trunk or Treat Prep 
27 Trunk or Treat  
 Cross & Beach Trip Registrations Due 

November 
 

03 Dinner & Program 
10 Letters to Military/Service Personnel 
17 College Care Packages 
24 Turkey Bowl 

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH! 
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Summer Reading Camp 2019 
 

West End Presbyterian Church and West End Elementary School teamed up to host a reading 
camp for two weeks this Summer. Upcoming first graders worked with teachers on a variety of 
fun reading enrichment activities, and the camp was a great success.  
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WOW began September 11 with 20 kindergarten through 
fifth graders attending. We are excited to add 2 new 
WOW kids to our group. Volunteers assisting Maggie and 
Jennifer are Vikki Crafter, Jackie Kinney, Alison McClos-
key, and Carol McDonald. And of course our dedicated 
van drivers, Ron Dunning and Virgil Reid provide needed 
support. We look forward to an exciting year filled with 
crafts and games related to a Bible story. Be on the lookout 
for monthly updates on activities and events.  
 

And now a message from the WOW kids about one of 
their ongoing mission projects: 
 

Now that WOW has started for the year, we are asking for 
your help with a collection for LaHai Roi School in 
Montrouis, Haiti. We have been supporting this school for 
3 years since we found out about it from some local peo-
ple. 
 

Haiti Help and Hope is a local group who visits once a year 
to see changes and help support Pastor Sidor. He has estab-
lished 5 churches and a school there. His mission is to feed 
them, educate them, and teach them about God’s love. 
Pastor Sidor visits once a year to thank us for our help. 
 

Why Haiti? Haiti is ranked #1 of the 10 poorest countries 
in the world with 77% of the population living in extreme 
poverty. Half of the population lives on less than $1 a day 
while 80% lives on less than $2 a day. 
 

We will be placing the Haiti Jar in the Narthex each Sun-
day as we ask again for your help with our “Change for 
Haiti” mission. We love counting the money each 
Wednesday as we try to reach our $1,200 goal for the year.  
 

We have other mission opportunities during the year, such 
as a food drive for our local Methodist Church Food Pan-

try and a visit to our local nursing home to sing for them 
and take special crafts we make. We also look forward to 
those.  
 

We appreciate your support. We know how lucky we are 
to have enough food to eat and supplies for school. Your 
generosity reminds us that kids can make a difference in 
the lives of others who need so much. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, RALLY DAY 2019  

A MEMORIAL WAS PRESENTED TO  

RON SICKENBERGER IN LOVING  

MEMORY OF BARBARA.   

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 6     

8:00AM  

CRAWFORD CENTER 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST begins in the Crawford Center at 
8:00 a.m. on the first Sunday of every month. Join us next 
Sunday, October 6 for prayer, breakfast, project proposals, 
and fellowship. The usual breakfast is eggs, sausage, bacon, 
grits, gravy, biscuits, and cinnamon rolls. All this for $5. 
The first meeting is as a guest. We encourage all men and 
their sons to join us. Much sports talk can be overheard 
while the cooking is in progress. 
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What is Realm? Realm is a real ministry tool. 

 Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real time connection. It helps our church connect with 

you and you connect with us. If you consider yourself part of this church family, you’ll love it. Realm 

allows you to manage your personal information and who is allowed to see it, control your giving, and 

keep in touch with the groups that matter to you.  

Why use Realm? Realm strengthens church connections. 

 Being the church doesn’t just happen at the church. Realm helps us serve you better and leads this 

church well between Sundays. Everyone can be connected from anywhere at any time, right from 

our mobile devices. It engages everyone in the life of our church by supporting the healthy 

relationships essential to our church’s mission. We’ll stay organized, and you’ll stay informed about 

all of the opportunities for fellowship. When we share life together, we will grow together. 

What about my privacy? Realm is safe, private, and secure. 

 Your privacy is one of our greatest concerns. Realm is only made up of the people in your 

church, it’s not like a social network that’s open to everyone. Realm keeps your data safe and gives 

you control over what information you share and who can see it. 

What about giving? Realm gives you control over your giving. 

 Giving should be easy, and Realm places giving right in the palm of your hands. You may set up re-

curring gifts, view your giving history, and make changes at any time. Realm automatically records 

all electronic gifts and adds them to your giving record making it easy for you to give, and easy for 

our bookkeeper to track. 

How do I start? Follow a few simple steps. 

 On Friday, October 4 you will receive an email invitation to visit Realm. Follow the steps there to set 

up your login and download the mobile app. Check to make sure that we have your address and oth-

er personal information entered correctly under My Profile. If anything is incorrect, you can change it. 

Then on Sunday, October 6 as you leave worship, stop by the Gathering Room for refreshments and 

if you need assistance, it will be available. Note: You will need to know how to get into your email 

and the password. 

  Join us October 6! 
   Make the move to a new  
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THE 8TH ANNUAL RISE AGAINST HUNGER  
event was held on Saturday, September 14. We packaged an astonishing 55,080 meals in an 
effort to end hunger. We are thankful for the leadership of Mac Clark, who organized the 
event, everyone that made donations and/or came out and packaged meals, and the faith 
communities from the West End area that once again came together in partnership. 
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PRAYER SHAWL  
MINISTRY  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second Wednesday of 
each month to knit or crochet items for people going 
through difficult times in their lives. They meet on 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9 at 10:30 AM in the Gathering 
Room.  
 

The shawls, which are created with love by these women, 
represent a gift of love, friendship and caring and are a 
blessing for those who receive them. Each shawl is deliv-
ered personally by a member of the group and includes a 
card noting God's embracing love and the name of the per-
son who created the shawl. 
 

All from the church and the community who enjoy knit-
ting and crocheting are encouraged to share in this wonder-
ful ministry. If you feel this group may be a good fit for you, 
come and see. You will be welcomed with open arms. 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Presbyterian Women is to nurture 
our faith through prayer and Bible study, support the mis-
sion of the church worldwide, and our church locally. 
The evening circle participates with the daytime women’s 
group to fulfill this purpose. We pay dues to the Presby-
terian Women organization to support this purpose 
worldwide. The West End Presbyterian Women budget 
has supported our own church by supporting our youth 
missions and projects as well as other mission projects.  
 

THE PW MORNING CIRCLE meeting will be held 
October 7th at 9:30 am in the Crawford Center. We 
will study from the book " Love Carved in Stone" les-
son 2, "Words of Love: Don't Trivialize my Name." 
Bring your Bible and a friend. Everyone is invited. 
 

THE PW EVENING WOMEN’S CIRCLE meets on 
the third Monday of each month at 7:30 pm in the 
Hogan Youth Center. We meet on October 21st  to 
continue our study in the Presbyterian Women’s Ho-
rizons Bible Study, “Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh 
Look at the Ten Commandments,” by Eugenia Anne 
Gamble with Suggestions for Leaders by Joyce 
MacKichan Walker. 
 

Women of all ages in the church and community are 
invited to participate. We have a great time sharing 
and studying together as a group on a monthly basis. 
The cost of the book and dues will be $20. Please call 
or email Jayne Lee if you are interesting in participat-
ing. ~ Jayne Lee, 910-690-0190 or jlee@firsthealth.org 

 

Communion Schedule  
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY is celebrated on the first 
Sunday in October. On October 6, we will celebrate our 
oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around 
the world by partaking of Holy Communion during Wor-
ship. Please see the Communion Schedule below for 
other dates: 

November 3 
 

December 24 
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OCTOBER 01 ANN CHASE 
OCTOBER 03 JACKIE KINNEY 
OCTOBER 06 EMMA MILLER 
OCTOBER 09 MISSY HOLLAND 
OCTOBER 10 LAURA SCOTT 
OCTOBER 13 MATT KITCHEN 
 SHARON KUETHE 
OCTOBER 14 CAROL ALLEN 
 DONNA MCCALLUM 
OCTOBER 16 PAM KOLL 
OCTOBER 18 DALE SHEPHERD 
OCTOBER 22 HENRY RUST 
OCTOBER 23 ELLIOT KING 
OCTOBER 24 LIANA FLETCHER 
OCTOBER 26 DAN LAUT 
OCTOBER 28 MARY PRICE 
 DOMENICK RONDELLO 
OCTOBER 29 PAT ALLAN 
  
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 02  JOANIE & HAROLD JONES 
OCTOBER 10 SARA & TODD TURNER 
OCTOBER 13  PATSY & FRANK LAND 
OCTOBER 17  SARAH & MICHAEL FANN 
OCTOBER 21  BARBARA & ROY PIPO 
OCTOBER 25  MARGE & *RANDY RANDOLPH 

 
 
 

OCTOBER VOLUNTEERS 
 

ELDER OF THE MONTH:  

SHANNON KITCHEN 
 

DEACON OF THE MONTH:  

LOIS ANN EISEL 

 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 06   BAYLEE RYAN 

OCTOBER 13   IAN SCOTT 

OCTOBER 20   RYLAND MCCLOSKEY 

OCTOBER 27   EVERETT THOMSON 

 
 

NURSERY HELPERS 

DATE  SUNDAY SCHOOL WORSHIP 

6 SHARON BETTINI SHARON BETTINI 

     PAT ALLEN 

13 SHARON BETTINI SHARON BETTINI 

     SARAH FANN  

     NORAH BEAMGUARD 

20 SHARON BETTINI SHARON BETTINI 

    NACNY CUNNINGHAM  

    VICTORIA THOMSON 

27 SHARON BETTINI SHARON BETTINI 

    JO GUENTHER 

    BOB GUENTHER  
 

Turkey Bowl 2019  

November 24 

Save the date ~ 

More information to come! 

Thanksgiving  

Community Worship 

November 24 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

10:00  Staff 
2:45-5:00  
Tuesday  
Tutoring  
~ CC 
5:30  
Christian Ed 

2 
2:45-5:00  
WOW  
6:00  
Handbells 
7:00 Chancel  
Choir 

3 4 5 

6 
8:00 Men’s 
Breakfast 
10:00 Sunday 
School  
11:00  
Worship 
6:00 Youth 
Hike 

7 
9:30 Morning 
Circle  

8 
10:00  Staff 
2:45-5:00  
Tutoring  
~ CC 
5:30  
Worship 
6:30  
Deacons 

9 
10:30 Prayer 
Shawl 
2:45-5:00  
WOW  
5:30 Finance 
6:00  
Handbells 
7:00 Chancel  

10 
1:30 
Outreach  

11 12 

13 
10:00 Sunday 
School  
11:00  
Worship 
6:00 Youth 

14 15 
10:00  Staff 
2:45-5:00  
Tuesday  
Tutoring  
~ CC 

16 
2:45-5:00  
WOW  
6:00  
Handbells 
7:00 Chancel  
Choir 

17 18 
6:00 pm 
Smith/Fox 
Wedding  
Rehearsal 

19 
3:00pm 
Smith/Fox 
Wedding 

20 
10:00 Sunday 
School  
11:00  
Worship 
6:00 Youth 

21 
6:00 Session 
7:30 Evening 
Circle 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline  

22 
10:00  Staff 
2:45-5:00  
Tuesday  
Tutoring  
~ CC 

23 
2:45-5:00  
WOW  
6:00  
Handbells 
7:00 Chancel  
Choir 

24 25 26 

27 
10:00 Sunday 
School  
11:00  
Worship 
 
TRUNK  
or TREAT 
5:00-7:00pm 

28 29 
10:00  Staff 
2:45-5:00  
Tuesday  
Tutoring  
~ CC 

30 
2:45-5:00  
WOW  
6:00  
Handbells 
7:00 Chancel  
Choir 

31 
Happy  
Halloween! 

  

Church Office 

Closed for  

Columbus 

Day! 



 

 

 

PO Box 13 

275 Knox Lane 

West End, NC  27376 

West End Presbyterian Church 

Phone: 910-673-4341 

Website:  www.westendpres.church 

              This newsletter is sent with a blessing 

        and a prayer to: 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THE CHURCH STAFF: 

Rev. Maggie F. Beamguard Pastor     maggie@westendpres.church 

Martha J. Parker Church Administrator   martha@westendpres.church 

Jennifer Thomas Danis Director of Music jennifer@westendpres.church 

Paula Montgomery Finance Administrator paula@westendpres.church 

Sharon Bettini Nursery Attendant sharonbettini@gmail.com 

Kathy Hess Sexton 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
The church office is opened Monday - Thursday from 8:30am to 4:30pm and Friday from 8:30am to Noon. 


